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Click on any video below to view

How much do you know 
about movie theme 
songs? Take our quiz 
and find out.

Hipe’s Wouter de  
Goede interviews former 
28’s gang boss David  
Williams.

The old South African 
Defence Force used 
a mixture of English,  
Afrikaans, slang and 
techno-speak that few 
outside the military 
could hope to under-
stand. Some of the terms 
were humorous, some 
were clever, while others 
were downright crude.

Part of Hipe’s “On the 
couch” series, this is an 
interview with  one of 
author Herman Charles 
Bosman’s most famous 
characters, Oom Schalk 
Lourens.A taxi driver was shot 

dead in an ongoing 
war between rival taxi  
organisations.

Hipe spent time in  
Hanover Park, an area 
plagued with gang  
violence, to view first-
hand how Project  
Ceasefire is dealing with 
the situation.

Hipe TV brings you videos ranging from actuality to humour and every-
thing in between. Interviews, mini-documentaries and much more.

Check out Hipe TV and remember to like, comment, share and subscribe.

Military Despatches December 2017
What’s in this month’s edition

Feature Articles
Korean War - facts, figures & trivia
A few facts, figures and trivia about the Korean War - 
The ear that never ended..

Silent Night
The First World War had been raging for nine months 
and countless lives had already been lost. Yet on 24 
December 1914 the guns along the Western Front fell 
silent. It was the first Christmas of the war and the op-
posing soldiers were determined to celebrate  the fact.

The Alternative Christmas Playlist
Tired of listening to those same old Christmas songs 
every year? Well then help is at hand as we bring you 
the alternative Christmas playlist. Click on the under-
lined links to listen to the songs.

Military Myths and Legends
Did the Angel of Mons exist? Did ‘fragging’ take 
place in Vietnam? We look at more military myths 
and legends.

South African Signals Association
In a new series, we take a closer look at some of the 
veterans associations that exist. We start off with the 
South African Signals Association.

All hail the PC Brigade
In our politically correct world Ryan Murphy 
wonders how long it will be before the PC Police 
start finding fault with traditional Christmas songs.

An unsung hero
Many will have heard of the Tuskegee Airmen, or 
General Benjamin O. Davis Junior. Yet not that many 
will have heard of Eugene Bullard, the man who came 
before all of them.

Cover Photograph
HAHO-ho-ho. I used three separate photos to make the 
cover image - a photo of Santa, a photo of the North 
Pole, and some HALO kit. 
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It’s December, so that means 
this is the Christmas issue. 
And if you’re one of our 

readers that doesn’t believe in 
Christmas, then this is the De-
cember issue.

It’s also the sixth issue of the 
magazine. That means we’ve 
been doing this now for half a 
year.

Now there are two things 
you will notice about this issue. 
First of all it has more pages 
than normal. Secondly, not all 
of the articles are military or 
military related articles.

There are a few humourous 
articles. I think that most of our 
readers have a fairly good sense 
of humour. Hey, most of you 
served in the military, so you 
must have a sense of humour. 
Anyway, it’s only in the Christ-
mas issue that we do this.

During the time I served in the 
military I had the dubious plea-
sure of spending the odd Christ-
mas or two in the bush. And 
I’m sure many of you did the 
same. So let’s spare a thought 
this year for those that will not 
be spending Christmas at home 
with family and friends.

Remember what fun it was 
to be the duty officer or stand 
guard on Christmas Day. Or 
how about those in the opera-

tional area that had to carry out 
patrols on Christmas Day.

At least there was at least 
one occasion when the troops 
on both sides said, “Enough 
is enough”, it’s Christmas and 
we’re going to celebrate the 
fact.

This was, of course, the 
Christmas Truce of 1914. You 
can read the article on page 14. 
Naturally those higher up the 
chain of command were not all 
that amused by this truce. 

After all, didn’t the troops re-
alise that war is a serious busi-
ness and this “taking a break 
for Christmas” thing made the 
generals look bad. It made the 
politicians look even worse.

It’s strange that the people 
that start wars don’t normally 
fight in them.

That’s about it for the year. 
I want to start working on the 
January edition now and try and 
get it done within the next two 
weeks. That will mean I can at 
least take a two week break.

Wish you and your loved 
ones joy and peace for the sea-
son and a happy and prosperous 
New Year.

Until next month.

Matt
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Could you be Santa?
Currently retired or unemployed? Looking for a job 
or maybe just something to keep you occupied? Then 
why not consider becoming Santa.

Hollywood Hogwash
Hollywood spends millions of dollars on the produc-
tion of a movie. Yet many of the movies supposedly 
based “on a real life story” are rife with mistakes. Per-
haps they should consider hiring actual military veter-
ans as technical advisors.

The myths of alcohol
With many years of practical experience and in-depth 
research, Ryan Murphy debunks some of the popular 
myths about alcohol.

Skouerskuur with Wynand du Toit
One of South Africa’s most famous Recce Com-
mando’s, Wynan du Toit, was the guest speaker at the 
South African Military Veterans’ Organisation Aus-
tralia (SAMVOA) in both Melbourne and Perth.

They Said It
Over the years people have had a lot to say about 
Christmas and they’ve also had a lot to say about San-
ta. We look at a few classic quotes

Head-to-Head
The Silent Service
This month in head-to-head we look at some of the 
most modern submarines used by navies around the 
world.

Famous Figures
Kurt Student
The highest ranking member of Germany’s parachute 
infantry, Student commanded the Fallschirmjäger 
throughout World War II.

Quiz
What Medals are these?
This month we’re looking at medals. We show you a 
medal, you tell us which medal it is, and from which 
country. 
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Forged in Battle
The Green Devils
Each month “Forged in Battle” looks at weapons, 
equipment or units that have been tried and tested on 
the battlefield. This month we look at the Fallschirm-
jäger, the WWII German paratroopers.

Battlefield
The Battle of Eben Emael
Fort Eben Emael was considered to be one of the most 
powerful fortifications in the world. According to ex-
perts, it would be impossible to assault. The Germans, 
however, had other ideas.

Reviews
Game Review - Call of Duty WWII
Armed with his water wings and sunscreen, Private 
Matt O’Brien is ready to hit the beaches at Normandy.

Movie Review - Brothers in Blood: The Men 
of 32 Battalion
A must-see 90 minute documentary on DVD.

Book Review
Two books for you this month. 9c - Nine Charlie! by 
Walter Volker and Chibaya Moyo: The Rhodesian 
African Rifles - An Anthology, 1939-1981.

The Lighter Side
Hitching a Ride
Many national servicemen in the SADF were no 
strangers to hitchhiking. Yet not many of them hitch 
hiked home from the Operational Area in the then 
South West Africa. Steve did it not once, but twice.

52

56

62

64

65

66

4 7

Page 54

Page 60

Page 50

Military Despatches

To all our readers from 
all of us at Military 

Despatches.

Thanks for your 
support during 
the year. Here’s 
wishing you 
everything of 
the best for 
Christmas and 
a peaceful and 
prosperous New 
Year.
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Korean War - facts, figures & trivia
A few facts, figures and trivia about the Korean War, a war often referred to as the ‘Forgotten 
War’.

On 25 June, 1950 the 
‘Cold War’ became 
‘hot’ when North Korea 

launched an invasion against its 
neighbour to the South follow-
ing a series of clashes along the 
border

The United Nations, with the 
United States as the principal 
force, came to the aid of South 
Korea. China came to the aid 
of North Korea, and the Soviet 
Union also gave some assis-
tance to the North.

The war would last from 25 
June, 1950 to 27 July, 1953 and 
would cost more than five mil-
lion dead, wounded or missing.

When an armistice was 
signed on 27 July, 1953, the 
agreement created the Korean 
Demilitarized Zone to separate 
North and South Korea, and al-
lowed the return of prisoners. 
However, no peace treaty has 
been signed, and according to 
some sources the two Koreas 
are technically still at war.

Korean War Trivia
• The Korean War began 

on June 25, 1950, when 
75,000 North Korean sol-
diers poured over the 38th 
parallel into South Korea to 
impose communism on its 
neighbour.

• The Korean War began at 
04h30. on June 25, 1950, 
and ended on July 27, 1953. 
There are still more than 
7,000 U.S. soldiers missing 
in action from the war.

• The North Korean film Un-
sung Heroes(1978) glorifies 

members of the North Kore-
an military while depicting 
war crimes by South Korea 
and the U.S. In its cast were 
several U.S. soldiers who 
had defected to North Ko-
rea.

• The Korean War took a 
heavy toll—up to a total of 
five million dead, wounded, 
or missing, and half of them 
civilians.

• Although actual hostilities 
during the Korean War end-
ed on July 27, 1953, Con-
gress lengthened the war pe-
riod to January 31, 1955, to 
extend benefit eligibility for 
soldiers because peace was 
so uncertain after the 1953 
peace negotiations.

• The Korean War was the 
first military action of the 
Cold War.

• Compared to WW II, there 
are few movies about the 
Korean War. Some of the 
most well-known include 
The Manchurian Candi-
date (1962), Pork Chop Hill 
(1959), and Birthday Boy 
(2004).

• North Koreans who were 
born after the Korean War in 
the late 1950s are on aver-
age about two inches shorter 
than South Koreans.

• In March 2013, North Korea 
declared the 1953 armistice 
that rendered the Korean 
War invalid.

• There were 6.8 million 
American men and women 
who served during the Ko-
rean War period, from June 

27, 1950, to January 31, 
1955. There were 54,200 
American deaths during the 
period of hostilities (June 
27, 1950 - July 27, 1953). 
Of these, 33,700 were actual 
battle deaths.

• The U.S. dropped more 
bombs in Korea (635,000 
tons, as well as 32,557 tons 
of napalm) than in the entire 
Pacific theatre during WW 
II.

• One of the most embar-
rassing incidents during the 
Korean War was when U.S. 
Army Brigadier General 
Francis Townsend Dodd 
was held hostage by North 
Korean POWs during a 
camp uprising. The incident 
led to a North Korean pro-
paganda victory, and Dodd 
suffered career-ending em-
barrassment.

• Although millions of people 
died during the Korean War, 
no one side can claim it won 
the war. At best, South Ko-
rea can claim that it stopped 
North Korea from taking 
over and turning it into a 
communist nation. Both 
countries still remain divid-
ed, and North Korea is still a 
communist nation.

• Months before the North 
Korean army crossed the 
38th parallel, the CIA noted 
that North Korean troops 
were moving south. The 
CIA, however, did not take 
any action and viewed the 
movement as a “defensive 
measure.”

• Officially, the Korean War 
was never more than a “po-
lice action” because Presi-
dent Truman never asked 
Congress for a formal decla-
ration of war.

• During the war, North Ko-
rea was supported by the So-
viet Union (Russia) and the 
People’s Republic of China, 
both communist countries.

• Both Russia and The Peo-
ple’s Republic of China 
were members of the United 
Nations Security Council. 
Yet both supported North 
Korea, who were fighting 
against the United Nations 
forces.

• During the Korean War, 
South Korea was supported 
by the United States, Great 
Britain, and the United Na-
tions, which all supported 
democracy and opposed 
communism.

• Even though 16 countries 
participated in the Korean 
War, it is still not considered 
a “world war.” Fifteen Unit-

ed Nations countries sent 
combat troops to Korea: 
Australia, Belgium, Canada, 
Colombia, Ethiopia, France, 
Great Britain, Greece, Hol-
land, Luxembourg, New 
Zealand, Philippines, South 
Africa, Thailand, and Tur-
key. Four countries sent 
medical assistance: India, 
Italy, Norway, and Sweden.

• During the Korean War, like 
in other wars, prostitutes 
were available and became 
more available the farther 
back from the front line a 
soldier was. Venereal dis-
eases were a constant fear of 
the military, and many men 
contracted them.

• During the Korean War, 
the South Korean govern-
ment provided women for 
its troops. According to one 
account, the government 
standard of performance for 
such women was to service 
at least 29 men a day. Inter-
course should not last longer 
than 30 minutes so the pros-

titute could move on to other 
men and make the maximum 
daily profit. There is heated 
and ongoing debate about 
how much the U.S. military 
was involved in providing 
prostitutes for its men.

• A little-known hero of the 
Korean War has been im-
mortalized by a statue. The 
mare known as “Sgt. Reck-
less” brought ammunition to 
soldiers during the war and 
carried wounded men off the 
battlefield. The heroic horse 
is on display in the Nation-
al Museum of the Marine 
Corps.

• The U.S. Army used approx-
imately 1,500 dogs during 
the Korean War and 4,000 in 
the Vietnam War.

• During 1953, the soldiers of 
the U.S. Army I Corps do-
nated $385,000 to Korean 
relief charities. The 45th In-
fantry Division contributed 
$300,000 to Korean relief 
organizations.

• After the Korean War, 21 
American soldiers chose 
to stay with their Chinese 
captors. Hailed in China as 
“Peace Fighters,” in Amer-
ica they were denounced as 
turncoats and traitors. The 
U.S. media claimed the sol-
diers were brainwashed by 
their captors. Most of them 
later recanted their state-
ments and returned to Amer-
ica.

• There were 7,245 American 
POWs during the Korean 
War. Of these, 2,806 died 
while in captivity and 4,418 
were eventually returned to 
military control. Twenty-
one refused repatriation.

• An estimated 86,300 Kore-

DIVIDING LINE: The 38th Parallel marked the border between 
North and South Korea.



an War veterans are women, 
making up 7% of the esti-
mated number of all female 
veterans.

• Approximately 848,000 
Korean War veterans also 
served in other war periods: 
171,000 in both WW II and 
Vietnam; 404,000 in WW II 
only; and 273,000 in Viet-
nam only.

• The top five states with the 
most Korean War veterans 
are 1) California (430,800); 
2) Florida (294,000); 3) Tex-
as (243,300); 4) New York 
(220,100); and 5) Pennsyl-
vania (201,400).

• Many soldiers died of frost-
bite during the Korean War 
before ever reaching the bat-
tlefields. The temperature in 
some areas fell below zero 
for long periods of time.

• According to the 1990 Cen-
sus, of the 4.9 million Korean 
War veterans in the U.S., 4.5 
million (92%) were white; 
339,400 (7%) were African 
American; 30,400 (less than 
1%) were American Indian, 
Eskimo, or Aleut; 39,300 
(less than 1%) were Pacific 

Islander; and 35,000 were of 
other races. There were an 
estimated 133,500 Hispanic 
(who may be of any race) 
Korean War veterans.

• It was during the Korean 
War that the intravenous 
use of amphetamines was 
first reported. Some soldiers 
had developed the habit 
of mixing heroin with am-
phetamines and injecting 
the combination. A signifi-
cant number of servicemen 
returning from the Korean 
War brought back the habit 
with them.

• The highest-ranking U.S. 
officer captured by North 
Korean troops was Major 
General William F. Dean in 
the Battle of Taejon on July 
22, 1950.

• The highest-ranking U.S. 
Military officer to die in the 
Korean War died in an ac-
cident. Lt. General Walton 
H. Walker died when a truck 
hit his jeep on December 23, 
1950.

• Commander-in-Chief of the 
United Nations Command, 
U.S. Army General Mark 

Clark signed the armistice 
for the United States that 
ended the Korean War on 
July 27, 1953.

• The world’s first all-jet dog-
fight occurred ruing the Ko-
rean War on September 8, 
1950.

• During the Korean War, the 
United States Army and the 
United Nation forces were 
led by General Douglas 
MacArthur and, later, Gen-
eral Matthew Ridgway. The 
North Korean forces were 
led by Choi-Yong-kun.

• The United States still keeps 
troops in South Korea in 
case North Korea ever at-
tempts to invade again.

• Pablo Picasso’s 1951 Mas-
sacre in Korea depicts acts 
of mass killing carried out 
by North Koreans, South 
Koreans, and American 
forces in the town of Sin-
chon (in North Korea) dur-
ing the war. It is considered 
one of Picasso’s communist 
works and echoes Francisco 
Goya’s The Third of May.

• The capital of South Korea, 
Seoul, changed hands four 

times during the Korean 
War. It was first captured by 
the North Koreans on June 
28, 1950, and then retaken 
by UN forces that Septem-
ber. The Chinese seized the 
city in January 1951, but 
gave it up two months later.

• MASH (Mobile Army Sur-
gical Hospital) units were 
first used in the Korean War. 
Their aim was to be closer 
to the combat zones to save 
more soldiers’ lives.

• The Korean War did not 
receive as much media at-
tention as WW II and the 
Vietnam War. Consequently, 
it has been called the “The 
Forgotten War” or the “Un-
known War.”

• In South Korea, the war is 
called “625” or the “6-2-5 
Upheaval,” which refers to 
the day North Korea invad-
ed South Korea, June 25.

• In North Korea, the war is 
called the “Fatherland Lib-
eration War” or the “Korean 
War.”

• One of the most brutal bat-
tles of the Korean War was 
the Battle of Chosin Reser-
voir, fought from November 
27 to December 13, 1950. 
What made it different from 
other fierce fighting was 

the intensely cold and bit-
ter weather. Temperatures 
dropped to -54° F. One 
survivor of the battle de-
signed a bumper sticker that 
read: “Once Upon a Time 
Hell Froze Over. We Were 
There.”

• In China, the Korean War 
is called “The War to Resist 
U.S. Aggression and Aid 
Korea.

• The most famous repre-
sentation of the Korean 
War is the television series 
“M*A*S*H,” which ran 
from 1972 to 1983. Its fi-
nal episode was the most 
watched in TV history. The 
television series lasted 11 
years, eight years longer 
than the actual war.

• The United States entered 
the Korean War for two 
main reasons: 1) to protect 
South Korea and prevent 
communists from taking 
over other countries and 2) 
to protect Japan, which the 
U.S. thought would be next 
on the list of countries that 
the communists wanted to 
invade.

• Initially, the U.S. wanted to 
defend South Korea, but lat-
er in the war, Truman con-
vinced the UN that it was 

time to liberate North Korea 
as well. Under Gen. MacAr-
thur’s leadership, U.S. and 
UN troops gained control of 
most of North Korea. When 
China entered the war, Ma-
cArthur wanted to keep 
fighting despite China’s 
overwhelming numbers. 
Truman fired MacArthur 
and replaced him with Gen. 
Matthew Ridgway, who had 
a much more conservative 
plan that included just de-
fending South Korea.

• Even after the Korean War, 
North Korea remains the 
most hardline communist 
state in the world.

• There were 131 Medals of 
Honor awarded during the 
Korean War.

• Up until WW II, Korea had 
been one nation, known as 
the Korean Peninsula, and 
was part of Japan. After WW 
II, the winners of the war di-
vided it into two countries. 
The Soviet Union took the 
northern half, and the U.S. 
took control of the southern 
half. It was divided at the 
38th parallel.

• During the first few weeks 
of the Korean War, the U.S. 
rushed a new weapon into 
service to provide an effec-

DOGFIGHT: The Korean War saw the very first dogfights between fighter jets. North American 
F-86 Sabre jets came up against Russian Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-15 jets. 

TV HIT: The television sitcom MASH, 
set in the Korean War, lasted eight 
years longer than the actual war. 
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tive counter to North Kore-
an armor: M-20 bazooka. It 
was nicknamed “super-ba-
zooka” and could fire a larg-
er, 3.5-inch rocket capable 
of penetrating North Korean 
armour.

• At the end of the conflict, 
the combatants signed a 
cease-fire at 10h00. on July 
27, 1953. There was not a 
treatise or an official end to 
the Korean War.

• Ethiopia, Belgium, and Co-
lumbia all supplied battal-
ion-sized detachments that 
fought along U.S. and other 
UN forces in the Korean 
War.

• The most powerful tank to 
see action in the Korean War 
was the 67-ton British Cen-
turion with a 105 mm main 
gun.

• The top-scoring American 
flying ace of the Korean 
War was Air Force Captain 
Joseph McConnell. Flying 
F-86 Sabres, he shot down 
16 enemy planes, including 
three MIG-15s in a single 
day. He died tragically in a 
test flight accident in August 
1954.

• Roughly a quarter of all 
Americans killed in action 
during the Korean War died 
between August and De-
cember 1950, mostly during 
the battles of the Pusan pe-
rimeter, Chosin Reservoir, 
and Kunu-ri Pass.

• Tensions created by the 
Korean War led both Presi-
dents Truman and Eisen-
hower to consider dropping 
a nuclear war on Korea. 
With strategic missiles and 
thermonuclear (hydrogen) 
bombs still in testing, the 

bombs that would have been 
dropped were atomic bombs 
delivered by B-47s, similar 
in yield to the 1945 bombs. 
Both presidents ultimate-
ly decided not to drop the 
bombs because they were 
afraid of starting WW III.

• In occupied areas of North 
Korea, the North Korean 
Army executed every edu-
cated person (such as those 
who held education, gov-
ernment, and religious po-
sitions) who could lead a 
resistance against North Ko-
rea.

• After what seemed to be a 
stalemate, on July 17, 1953, 
both sides signed a treaty to 
end the Korean War. Little 
had changed due to the war. 
Both countries remained 
separate and the border re-
main at the 38th parallel, 
with a 3,2 km wide demilita-
rized zone between the two 
countries to act as a buffer to 

prevent further wars.
• On June 28, 1950, just days 

after the start of the Korean 
War, South Korean Presi-
dent Syngman Rhee ordered 
the Bodo League Massacre, 
which resulted in the deaths 
of more than 100,000 sus-
pected communist sympa-
thizers and their families in 
South Korea.

• Because North Koreans 
would fight UN forces by 
disguising its soldiers as 
refugees who would ask 
UN forces for food and help 
and then open fire and at-
tack, U.S. soldiers adopted 
a “shoot first, ask questions 
later” policy against anyone 
looking like a civilian refu-
gee approaching U.S. battle-
fields.

• The United States lacked a 
guerrilla warfare capability 
at the start of the Korean War, 
and had to put one together, 
and fast. The result was the 

DEBUT: The helicopter played an important role in the war. It 
was used not only to evacuate casualties, but was used to carry 
troops into combat zones.

8240th Army Unit, com-
prised of Rangers and other 
soldiers with unconven-
tional warfare experience 
from World War II. They 
advised indigenous “parti-

san forces” in Korea on how 
to fight behind enemy lines 
to undermine the North Ko-
rean Army. In 1952, soldiers 
with the new designation of 
“Special Forces” graduated 

from the U.S. Army Psycho-
logical Warfare Center and 
School, and supplemented 
the 8240th. At its height, the 
unit advised 38,000 partisan 
fighters.

• The paratroopers of the 
187th Airborne Regimental 
Combat Team (known as 
the “Rakkasans”) conduct-
ed all of the airborne op-
erations of the Korean War. 
They jumped into Sunch’ŏn, 
North Korea in 1950, and 
Munsan-ni, South Korea in 
1952. The Rakkasans fought 
in a total of six campaigns 
in Korea. Today, the unit’s 
heirs are part of 101st Air-
borne Division (Air As-
sault).

FIRED: General Douglas MacArthur was fired by US President 
Harry Truman for being too aggressive. He was replaced by 
General Matthew Ridgway who was more conservative.

Every month we will be featuring a few useful links to military websites, newsletters and on-
line magazines. Stuff that we think our readers will appreciate.

Here are two of our favourites. The first one is Nongqai, the unofficial police newsletter for 
veterans of the former South African Police Force and for those interested in Police History. The 
second is Jimmy’s Own, the official newsletter of the South African Signals Association. Click 
on the magazine covers to go to the respective websites.

Useful links

https://issuu.com/hennieheymans
http://www.signalsassociation.org.za
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The First World War had been 
raging for nine months and 
countless lives had already 
been lost. Yet on 24 December 
1914 the guns along the West-
ern Front fell silent. It was the 
first Christmas of the war and 
the opposing soldiers were de-
termined to celebrate  the fact.

Silent
Night

It was called the ‘Great 
War’ or ‘The War to end all 
Wars’. It had begun in April 

1914 and by the time it ended 
in November 1918 more than 
10 million lives would be lost. 

Yet in 1939, a mere 21 years 
later, the world was at war once 
again. This new conflict would 
become known as World War II 
and the ‘Great War’ of 1914-18 
would be renamed World War I.

By December 1914 the war had  
become static. An elaborate 
trench system had been con-
structed by both the Germans 
and the Allies. In some places 
troops faced each other with 
less than 100m of ‘no-man’s 

land’ between  them. December 
1914 would also see the first 
Christmas of the war.

A few months earlier Pope  
Benedict XV had begged 
the warring governments to 
declare a truce for Christ-
mas, “that the guns may fall  
silent at least upon the 
night the angels sang.” The 
Germans gave it serious  
consideration but the British 
angrily denounced the Pope.

On 24 December 1914, Christ-
mas Eve, German troops in the 
region of Ypres, Belgium, be-
gan decorating the area around 
their trenches by placing can-
dles on trees. The British troops 

watched with a mixture of  
confusion and more than a  
little suspicion.

Then the Germans began 
to sing Stille Nacht. While 
the words may have been un-
familiar the British troops 
could recognise the tune of  
Silent Night. The British troops  
responded by singing English 
carols.

The two sides began shouting  
Christmas greetings to each 
other. Many of the Germans 
had worked or studied in Brit-
ain and could speak English  
fluently.

There were calls for the two 



16 17

sides to meet in no-man’s land.  
Tentatively, in ones and twos, 
troops began leaving the trench-
es on both sides. Normally if 
you showed the slightest part 
of your body above a trench it 
would be hit by a bullet with-
in seconds. Now people were 
climbing out of trenches, ex-
posing themselves to the other 
side.

It must have been a strange 
feeling for those involved. Ear-
lier that day they had been try-
ing to kill each other, as they 
had for the past nine months. 
Now they were standing face 
to face with the enemy, shak-
ing hands and greeting one 
another. Troops began to  
exchange small gifts such as 
whisky, jam, cigarettes, cigars 
and chocolate. The artillery in 
the region fell silent that night 

and, for the rest of the night, an 
eerie silence fell over the West-
ern Front.

Mourning the dead
Early on Christmas morning 

troops began meeting in no-
man’s land again. Both sides 
took the opportunity to bury the 
many dead that lay in no-man’s 
land. Proper burials were held 
and in many instances soldiers 
from both sides mourned the 
dead together and paid their re-
spects. 

In more than one sector infor-
mal football matches were ar-
ranged in no-man’s land.

 In many sectors, the truce 
lasted through Christmas night, 
but in some areas, it continued 
until New Year’s Day.

While the troops at the front 
may have been enjoying the 

break, the higher commands on 
both sides, especially the Brit-
ish, were furious. They ordered 
the artillery to open fire and 
gave orders for attacks to take 
place. After all, this was a war. 

British commanders Sir 
John French and Sir Hor-
ace Smith-Dorrien vowed 
that no such truce would be  
allowed again, although both 
had left command before 
Christmas 1915. In all of the 
following years of the war,  
artillery bombardments were 
ordered on Christmas Eve to 
ensure that there were no fur-
ther lulls in the combat. 

Troops were also rotated 
through various sectors of the 
front to prevent them from be-
coming overly familiar with the 
enemy.

Celebrated and retold
The Christmas truce of 

1914 has been celebrated 
and retold in songs (such 
as Christmas 1914 by Mike  
Harding; Christmas in the 
Trenches by John McCutch-
eon; Belleau Wood by Garth 
Brooks; Pipes of Peace by Paul  
McCartney) film (Joyeux Noel 
and Oh What a Lovely War) and 
has also been the subject of a 
number of books.

In the final episode of Black-
adder Goes Forth, the protago-
nists discuss events of the past 
that led them to their current sit-
uation, including the Christmas 
Truce. Captain Edmund Black-
adder (Rowan Atkinson) was  
apparently still sore over being 
ruled offside during a football 
game with the Germans. He 
also cynically muses that “Both 
sides advanced further dur-
ing one Christmas piss-up than 
they did in the next two-and-a 
half years of war.”

During the final episode 
Blackadder tries to fake insan-
ity to get himself sent back to 
England. It doesn’t work.

As they are about to go over 
the top, Private Baldrick tells 
Blackadder he has a plan to get 
them out.

“At the signal, company will 
advance! Well, I’m afraid it’ll 
have to wait,” Blackadder says.

“Whatever it was, I’m sure 
it was better than my plan to 
get out of this by pretending 
to be mad. I mean, who would 
have noticed another madman 
around here? Good luck, every-
one. Charge!!!”

On 7 November 2006, Irish  
singer Chris de Burgh paid 
£14,400 at Bonham’s auc-
tion house for an original 10 

page letter from an unknown  
British soldier that records 
events and incidents with 
the Germans on that night  
describing “the most memorable  
Christmas I’ve ever spent”.

The letter begins:

This will be the most memo-
rable Christmas I’ve ever spent 
or likely to spend: since about 
tea time yesterday I don’t think 
there’s been a shot fired on ei-
ther side up to now. Last night 
turned a very clear frost moon-
light night, so soon after dusk 
we had some decent fires going 
and had a few carols and songs. 
The Germans commenced by 
placing lights all along the edge 
of their trenches and coming 
over to us-wishing us a Happy 
Christmas etc.

They also gave us a few songs 
etc. so we had quite a social 
party. Several of them can 
speak English very well so we 

had a few conversations. Some 
of our chaps went to over to 
their lines. I think they’ve all 
come back bar one from ‘E’ Co. 
They no doubt kept him as a  
souvenir. In spite of our fires 
etc. it was terribly cold and a 
job to sleep between look out 
duties, which are two hours in 
every six.

First thing this morn-
ing it was very foggy. So 
we stood to arms a little  
longer than usual. A few of us 
that were lucky could go to Holy  
Communion early this morning. 
It was celebrated in a ruined 
farm about 500 yds behind us.

I unfortunately couldn’t go. 
There must be something in 
the spirit of Christmas as 
to day we are all on top of  
our trenches running about. 
Whereas other days we have 
to keep our heads well down. 
We had breakfast about 8.0 
which went down alright  
especially some cocoa we 

FIRE: British guns fire at a German position. During the Battle of the Somme 1,738,000 shells 
were fired at the Germans. During this battle the British took over 60,000 casualties on the first 
day of the battle.

THANK YOU FRITZ: British and German soldiers met in no-
man’s land, exchanged greetings and gifts, and in some sec-
tors even organised a game of soccer.
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made. We also had some of the 
post this morning.

I had a parcel from B. G’s 
Lace Dept containing a sweat-
er, smokes, under clothes etc. 
We also had a card from the 
Queen, which I am sending 
back to you to look after please. 
After breakfast we had a game 
of football at the back of our 
trenches! We’ve had a few Ger-
mans over to see us this morn-
ing. They also sent a party over 
to bury a sniper we shot in the 
week. He was about a 100 yds 
from our trench. A few of our  
fellows went out and helped to 
bury him.

About 10.30 we had a short 
church parade the morning 
service etc. held in the trench. 
How we did sing. ‘O come all 
ye faithful. And While shep-
herds watched their flocks 
by night’ were the hymns 
we had. At present we are  
cooking our Christmas Dinner! 
so will finish this letter later.

Dinner is over! and well we 
enjoyed it. Our dinner par-
ty started off with fried ba-
con and dip-bread: followed 
by hot Xmas Pudding. I had 
a mascot in my piece. Next 
item on the menu was mus-
catels and almonds, oranges,  
bananas, chocolate etc fol-
lowed by cocoa and smokes. 
You can guess we thought 
of the dinners at home. Just  
before dinner I had the plea-

sure of shaking hands with sev-
eral Germans: a party of them 
came 1/2 way over to us so sev-
eral of us went out to them. I  
exchanged one of my balacla-
vas for a hat. I’ve also got a 
button off one of their tunics. 
We also exchanged smokes etc. 
and had a decent chat. They say 
they won’t fire tomorrow if we 
don’t so I suppose we shall get 
a bit of a holiday-perhaps. Af-
ter exchanging autographs and 
them wishing us a Happy New 
Year we departed and came 
back and had our dinner.

We can hardly believe that 
we’ve been firing at them for 
the last week or two-it all seems 
so strange. At present its freez-
ing hard and everything is cov-
ered with ice…

There are plenty of huge shell 
holes in front of our trenches, 
also pieces of shrapnel to be 
found. I never expected to shake 
hands with Germans between 
the firing lines on Christmas 
Day and I don’t suppose you 
thought of us doing so. So after 
a fashion we’ve enjoyed? our 
Christmas. Hoping you spend a 
happy time also George Boy as 
well. How we thought of Eng-
land during the day. Kind re-
gards to all the neighbours. 

With much love from Boy.

On 11 November 2008, the first  
official Truce memorial was un-
veiled in Frelinghein, France, 
the site of a Christmas Truce 
football game in 1914. 

On 21 November 2005, the last  
remaining Allied veteran of the 
truce, Alfred Anderson died in 
Newtyle, Scotland at the age of 
109.

HELLO: Descendants of 
Great War veterans, in con-
temporary uniform, shake 
hands at the 2008 unveiling of 
a memorial to the truce.

Counting the cost
Nearly 8.5 million sol-

diers lost their lives dur-
ing World War I. Germany  
suffered the highest loss with 
1,773,700 followed by Russia 
with 1,700,000. France suf-
fered 1,357,800 casualties and 
the British Empire, which in-
cluded Australia, Canada, In-
dia, New Zealand and South 
Africa, suffered 908,371. The 
United States of America, who  
entered the war in 1916, lost 
116,516 men.

During World War II the ca-
sualty figures were even higher. 
More than 30 million soldiers 
died, as did  millions of civil-
ians. The Russians alone lost 
more than 13 million troops. 

Let us remember the spirit of 
the Christmas Truce and pray 
that our generation and gen-
erations to come never have to 
experience a war and that we 
never have to calculate the cost 
of World War III.

On 21 November 
2005, the last  

remaining Allied 
veteran of the truce, 
Alfred Anderson died 
in Newtyle, Scotland 
at the age of 109.

The Alternative
Christmas Playlist

Tired of listening to those same old Christmas songs every year? Well then help is at 
hand as we bring you the alternative Christmas playlist. Click on the underlined links 
to listen to the songs.

Not sure about you, but I 
get tired of every time I 
walk into a supermarket 

or shopping mall my ears are as-
saulted by the same songs every 
December.

There’s only so many times 
you can hear Boney M’s Little 
Drummer Boy before you start 
losing your sanity and want to 
beat the Drummer Boy to death 
with his own drumstick.

So as a special Christmas treat 
we’ve come up with a playlist of 
Christmas songs that you can lis-
ten to instead. Click on the title 
of the song to watch the video 
and listen to the song.

In November 1987 Irish band 
The Pogues released Fairytale 
Of New York. I rate it as prob-
ably one of the best Christmas 
songs ever.

The song features the gruff 
voice of Shane MacGowan 
which is in stark contract to the 
melodious voice of Kirsty Mac-
Coll. The song is bittersweet and 
sometimes purely bitter, but it’s 
a classic.

As a matter of interest the band 
were first called Póg mo thóin, 
which is Irish Gaelic for “kiss 
my arse”. They later changed 
their name to The Pogues. Pogue 
means “kiss” in Gaelic.

Wham, comprising of George 
Michael and Andrew Ridgely, 
were popular during the 80’s. 
Last Christmas made it to 

Number Two in the UK Singles 
charts.

English rock band Slade were 
big in the 1970’s. In 1973 lead 
vocalist and guitarist Noddy 
Holder and bassist Jim Lea wrote 
Merry Xmas Everybody. It be-
came the band’s biggest selling 
single and in 2007 was voted as 
the UK’s most popular Christ-
mas song.

While Mariah Carey does have 
an amazing voice, I can’t say 
I’m her biggest fan. But no-one 
does All I Want For Christmas 
like her.

In reaction to television re-
ports of famine in Ethiopa Bob 
Geldof (Boomtown Rats) and 
Midge Ure (Ultravox) put to-
gether a supergroup in 1984. It 
consisted mainly of the biggest 
British and Irish musical acts at 
the time. It featured, among oth-
ers, Bono and Adam Clayton 
(U2), Phil Collins, Sting, Boy 
George, George Michael, Simon 
Le Bon (Duran Duran), Gary and 
Martin Kemp (Spandau Ballet), 
Sarah Dallin and Siobhan Fahey 
(Bananarama), and Chris Cross 
(Ultravox).

The group was known as Band 
Aid and they released Do They 
Know It’s Christmas which 
went on to top the charts and 
raise millions for famine relief.

Happy Xmas (War Is Over)
was written by ex-Beatle John 
Lennon and his wife Yoko Ono. 

It was released in 1971 as a sin-
gle by John & Yoko Ono/Plas-
tic Ono Band with the Harlem 
Community Choir.

Santa Claus Is Coming To 
Town was written by John Fred-
erick Coots and Haven Gil-
lespie. It was first sung in 1934 
and has since been recorded 
by many artists. Check out the 
Boss, Bruce Springsteen, as he 
does his version of the song.

Queen, featuring the amazing 
voice of the late Freddie Mercu-
ry, had numerous Number One 
hits. Thank God It’s Christ-
mas is one of their lesser known 
songs. But it’s still well worth 
listening too.

Feliz Navidad was written 
and performed by blind Puerto 
Rican singer-songwriter José 
Feliciano in 1970.

With its simple Spanish cho-
rus “Feliz Navidad, prósperoa-
ño y felicidad” meaning “Merry 
Christmas, a prosperous year 
and happiness, and the English 
verse “I wanna wish you a Mer-
ry Christmas from the bottom of 
my heart”, it has become a clas-
sic.

From the movie Love Actual-
ly, Billy Mac (Bill Nighy) is an 
aging rock star trying to make 
a come back at Christmas. He 
does a version of Wet Wet Wet’s 
Love Is All Around with the 
words changed to Christmas Is 
All Around.

https://youtu.be/j9jbdgZidu8
https://youtu.be/j9jbdgZidu8
https://youtu.be/E8gmARGvPlI
https://youtu.be/cWgwTe01kMU
https://youtu.be/yXQViqx6GMY
https://youtu.be/bjQzJAKxTrE
https://youtu.be/bjQzJAKxTrE
https://youtu.be/z8Vfp48laS8
https://youtu.be/iSgEDKjmT5o
https://youtu.be/iSgEDKjmT5o
https://youtu.be/6V5mtUff6ik
https://youtu.be/6V5mtUff6ik
https://youtu.be/xMtuVP8Mj4o
https://youtu.be/_-aMV2xXdps
https://youtu.be/_-aMV2xXdps
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Military myths and urban legends
Over the next few months we will be looking at some well-known, and some lesser 
known, myths and legends about the military and seeing if they are true or not.

Last month we looked at a 
few military myths and 
urban legends and dis-

covered that most of them were 
not true.

The British did not have 
a way of setting the English 
Channel on fire, the SS were not 
the cream of Aryan manhood, 
Glenn Miller was not killed 
by the Gestapo, and Japan was 
not on the point of surrender-
ing when the atomic bomb was 
dropped.

What was true, however, was  
that on D-Day the Americans 
captured several Koreans that 
were fighting for the Germans. 
And during the Battle of Heart-
break Ridge in Korea, an Amer-
ican soldier did attack the North 
Koreans with only a trench 
knife and his fists and kill 40 of 
them.

Let’s look at a few more 
military myths and see if they 
are true, or nothing more than 
myths.

The Myth
During the Vietnam War 

American soldiers attempted 
to kill off officers they deemed 
incompetent or unpopular. The 
most common method was with 
a fragmentation grenade and it 
gave rise to the term ‘fragging’.
The Verdict

True
The Reality

Not only was this true, it was 
more common than people re-
alise.

Fragmentation grenades were 
used because they were harder 
to trace than bullets fired from 
a gun.

Fragging incidents became so 
commonplace during the Viet-
nam War that it led one expert 
to state that the American mili-
tary was “at war with itself.” 

While the exact number of 
deaths remains unknown to 
this day, estimates indicate 600 
documented fragging deaths 
from 1969 to 1973. Another 
1,400 deaths due to “unknown 
causes” may be blamed on frag-
ging by those who insist the 
phenomenon was even more 
pervasive than it really was.

The Myth
During World War I, British 

soldiers were saved from be-
ing annihilated  in Mons when 
angels, in the form of English 
archers, blocked the Germans 
path and fired arrows at them, 
forcing them to retreat.
The Verdict

False
The Reality

This story appeared in an ar-
ticle written by British author 
Arthur Machen.

While he stated that the story 
was all fiction, it gradually be-
came accepted as fact by both 
the British military and public.

For them it was irrevocable 
proof that God was on their 
side.

Anyone  who disbelieved 
in the angel’s existence was 

quickly branded as traitors or 
defeatists. 

The Myth
German war crimes during 

World War II were committed 
only by the SS.
The Verdict

False
The Reality

German regular army sol-
diers participated in countless 
massacres, illegal prisoner kill-
ings, mass rapes, reprisal shoot-
ings, plunders – and many had 
intimate knowledge of the Ho-
locaust.

Civilians were shot in every 
country the Germans went to 
war with, mostly by the SS, but 
also by the Wehrmacht, often as 
retaliation for partisan activity. 

American, Greek, French, 
British and Canadian POW’s 
and civilians were all shot at 
various points in the war. There 
was also the notable massacre 
of 7,000 disarmed Italians of 
the 33rd Infantry Division, shot 
by regular German troops. And 
5,000 regular army troops par-
ticipated in the liquidation of 
Warsaw, killing 200,000 Poles.

The Myth
The US Navy developed 

technology to make ships invis-
ible, in the “Philadelphia Ex-
periment”
The Verdict

False
The Reality

The myth of the Philadelphia 

Experiment holds that a US 
destroyer escort, the USS El-
dridge, was equipped with ad-
vanced technology that allowed 
it to vanish and teleport. This 
cloaking technology was tested 
in October 1943, causing the 
small ship to disappear in front 
of hundreds of witnesses, only 
to materialize back again with 
the crew having been driven 
insane – and some of the men 
had been melded into the ship’s 
bulkheads or were simply gone.

The Experiment has its pro-
ponents among UFO research-
ers and conspiracy theorists, but 
the whereabouts of the Eldridge 
are easily falsified: in October 
1943 it wasn’t in Philadelphia, 
but in the Bahamas on a shake-
down cruise. The ship’s logs re-
port no unusual activity or men 
fused into its walls, and the ship 
served in North Africa and the 
Pacific before being sold off at 
the end of the war.

While it’s possible that the 
logs were redacted and that the 

Navy is lying about the Experi-
ment never having happened, 
it’s much more likely that the 
“Philadelphia Experiment” was 
the creation of a mentally ill 
loner named Carl Allen, who 
sent a letter to UFO researcher 
Morris Jessup in 1955 claiming 
to have been a witness to the El-
dridge’s vanishing. Jessup was 
never able to confirm anything 
Allen wrote, nor has anyone 
else.

The Myth
An entire soccer team made 

up of Ukrainian players was 
executed after beating a Nazi 
team. It became known as the 
‘Death Match’.
The Verdict

False
The Reality

The thing is that the so-called 
‘Death Match’ actually did take 
place.

It was an ad-hoc game be-
tween a Ukrainian team, Start 
FC, and a German occupier 
team, Flakelf.

However, the players were 

not executed en-masse after-
wards and there is no proof that 
any German officials told the 
Ukrainians to lose or die, as 
many historical accounts of the 
time claim.

What’s probable is that sev-
eral of the players, all of whom 
were on a work detail, were shot 
as a reprisal for a resistance act. 
Those players are immortalized 
in a statue outside the stadium 
of Dynamo Kiev, the most pop-
ular soccer team in Ukraine. 

The Myth
Adolf Hitler escaped Berlin 

and lived out the remainder of 
his life in Argentina.
The Verdict

False
The Reality

Many articles, books and 
documentaries have been pro-
duced, all detailing how Hitler 
escaped Berlin and made it to 
South America. Yet there is lit-
tle compelling evidence to sup-
port these claims.

The best timeline we have 
of his death is that his partial-
ly burned body was recovered 
by the Russians right after the 
German surrender, autopsied, 
buried, unearthed, buried again 
and finally burned and the ashes 
scattered in a river.

A few fringe scholars believe 
he somehow got out of Berlin, 
made his way to South Amer-
ica, crossed the Andes Moun-
tains, and settled in a remote 
hacienda, where he lived until 
the 1960’s. This is extremely 
unlikely for a host of reasons, 
not the least of which is that es-
cape from Berlin was virtually 
impossible, and that Hitler’s 
health was already failing at the 
time the War ended.

THE ANGELS OF MONS: A good story, but unfortunately none 
of it was true.
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Bush War Books has probably one of the finest 
collections of military titles available. Especially 

on the South African Border War.

Click here to visit their website.

“War does not determine who is right - only who is left”Why not become a patron of Military Despatches.
Visit our Patreon profile at https://www.patreon.com/militarydespatches

The South African Signals Association
In a new series of articles, Matt Tennyson takes a look at some of the veterans asso-
ciations.

Something that really 
pleases me is the number 
of veterans associations 

that exist.
The South African Military 

Veterans Organisation Inter-
national (SAMVOINT), the 
Memorable Order of Tins Hats 
(MOTH), SA Legion of Mili-
tary Veterans, Parabat Veter-
ans Organisation, 32 Battalion 
Veterans Association, and 61 
Mechanised Veterans Associa-
tion to name but a few.

The association that I want to 
look at this month is the South 
African Signals Association, 
who are very near and dear to 
my heart.

The Association is open to 
anyone that served in the South 
African Corps of Signals.

I first became involved with 
them in May 2016 when the last 
three surviving members of the 
3rd Brigade Signal Company 
Reunion Association decided to 
call it a day after 70 years.

The three members were Ma-
jor Charles Holloway (99), the 
person that started the Associa-

tion, Sergeant Syd Ireland (97) 
and Signaller Eddie Mills (96).

Their final AGM was cele-
brated with a gala lunch during 
which the 3rd Brigade Signal 
Company Reunion Association 
flag and the minutes of all their 
meetings was handed over to 
the Signals Association, which 
was established on 2 December 
2000.

The South African Signals 
Association was founded as an 
initiative by Lieutenant Colo-
nel Robbie Roberts, then officer 
commanding 71 Signal Unit.

I had been asked to film the 
event and, along with the 500 
guests that attended, was really 
impressed.

Colonel Roberts later asked if 

I could help set up a website for 
the Association. The launch of 
the website was really special.

At 10.55 on 11 November 
2016 the website went live. It 
featured a message that read, 
“Please stand by.” At exactly 
11.00 am the screen went black 
with a single red poppy dis-
played. There was the sound 
of a cannon and then the Last 
Post. Two minutes later the can-
non sounded again and Reveille 
was sounded. Then the actual 
website went live.

The South African Signals 
Association is very active. They 
always seem to have something 
on the go - be it ten-pin bowl-
ing, taking in a show at the 
Barnyard Theatre, or a week-
end getaway. You will also find 
them at every parade and they 
are always willing to support 
other associations and organ-
isations.

Check out their website by 
clicking here. And if you were 
a ‘Jimmy’, don’t hesitate to join 
the Association.

http://www.signalsassociation.org.za
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All hail the PC Brigade
In our politically correct world Ryan Murphy wonders how long it will be before the 
PC Police start finding fault with traditional Christmas songs.

We live in a world that 
is becoming more 
PC (politically cor-

rect) by the day. You need to 
think long and hard before you 
open your mouth, just in case 
you inadvertently offend some-
one. 

Make a statement such as; 
“it was as easy as taking candy 
from a baby” and the next thing 
you know you’re accused of 
child abuse. Or say something 
such as; “the room wasn’t big 
enough to swing a cat in” and 
the Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals is on 
your case.

These days people are no lon-
ger fat, they are horizontally 
challenged. Short people are 
now vertically challenged. 

You will no longer find a 
chairman of an organisation, 
they are now chairpersons. 

You won’t find anyone that is 
stupid anymore, they are now 
intellectually challenged. Peo-
ple do not steal anymore, they 
misappropriate something. 

If you go to a restaurant you 
will be served by a waitron, 
not a waiter or a waitress. And 
there is now no such thing as a 
manhole cover. It is, of course, 
a person hole cover.

What is alarming is that as we 
become more politically correct 
it will only be a matter of time 
before the PC Police start pay-
ing attention to other aspects of 
society. 

How long will it be before 
they start finding fault with tra-
ditional Christmas songs? Here 
is a small taste of what the fu-
ture could bring.

Jingle Bells
Dashing through the snow
In a one horse open sleigh
O’er the fields we go
Laughing all the way

A risk assessment must be 
submitted before an open sleigh 
is considered safe for members 
of the public to travel on. 

The risk assessment must 
also consider whether it is ap-
propriate to use only one horse 
for such a venture, particularly 
if passengers are of larger pro-
portions. 

Please note, permission must 
be gained from landowners be-
fore entering their fields. To 
avoid offending those not par-
ticipating in celebrations, we 
would request that laughter 
is moderate only and not loud 
enough to be considered a noise 
nuisance.

While Shepherds 
Watched

While shepherds watched
Their flocks by night
All seated on the ground
The angel of the Lord came 

down
And glory shone around

The union of Shepherd’s has 

complained that it breaches 
health and safety regulations 
to insist that shepherds watch 
their flocks without appropri-
ate seating arrangements being 
provided, therefore benches, 
stools and orthopedic chairs are 
now available. 

Shepherds have also request-
ed that due to the inclement 
weather conditions at this time 
of year that they should watch 
their flocks via CCTV cameras 
from centrally heated shepherd 
observation huts.

Please note, the angel of 
the lord is reminded that be-
fore shining his / her glory all 
around she / he must ascertain 
that all shepherds have been is-
sued with glasses capable of fil-
tering out the harmful effects of 
UVA, UVB and Glory.

Little Donkey
Little donkey, little donkey on 

the dusty road
Got to keep on plodding on-

wards with your precious load 

The Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) 
have issued strict guidelines 
with regard to how heavy a load 
that a donkey of small stature is 
permitted to carry, also includ-
ed in the guidelines is guidance 
regarding how often to feed 
the donkey and how many rest 
breaks are required over a four 
hour plodding period. 

Please note that due to the in-

creased risk of pollution from 
the dusty road, Mary and Jo-
seph are required to wear face 
masks to prevent inhalation of 
any airborne particles. 

The donkey has expressed 
his discomfort at being labelled 
‘little’ and would prefer just 
to be simply referred to as Mr. 
Donkey. To comment upon his 
height or lack thereof may be 
considered an infringement of 
his equine rights.

While on the subject, Mr. 
Donkey takes offence to his 
walk being referred to as ‘plod-
ding’. It is in fact a dignified 
gait.

We Three Kings
We three kings of Orient are
Bearing gifts we traverse afar
Field and fountain, moor and 

mountain
Following yonder star 

Whilst the gift of gold is 
still considered acceptable - as 
it may be redeemed at a later 

date through such organisations 
as ‘cash for gold’ etc, gifts of 
frankincense and myrrh are not 
appropriate due to the potential 
risk of oils and fragrances caus-
ing allergic reactions. 

A suggested gift alternative 
would be to make a donation 
to a worthy cause in the recipi-
ent’s name or perhaps give a 
gift voucher.

We would not advise that the 
traversing kings rely on naviga-
tion by stars in order to reach 
their destinations and suggest 
the use of GPS satellite navi-
gation, which will provide the 
quickest route and advice re-
garding fuel consumption. 

Please note as per the guide-
lines from the SPCA for Mr 
Donkey, the camels carrying 
the three kings of Orient will 
require regular food and rest 
breaks. Face masks for the three 
kings are also advisable due to 
the likelihood of dust from the 
camel’s hooves.

Once again we must also 

stress that if the route plans to 
cross private property, written 
permission should be obtained 
in advance and compensation, 
if necessary, must be made to 
the owners of the land.

Rudolph The Red Nosed 
Reindeer

Rudolph, the red-nosed rein-
deer

had a very shiny nose.
And if you ever saw him,
you would even say it glows.

You are advised that under 
the Equal Opportunities for All 
policy, it is inappropriate for 
persons to make comment with 
regard to the ruddiness of any 
part of Mr. R. Reindeer. 

It is also illegal to make accu-
sations that Mr. R. Reindeer has 
been drinking on duty without 
the necessary medical proof. 

Further to this, exclusion of 
Mr R Reindeer from the Rein-
deer Games will be considered 
discriminatory and disciplin-
ary action will be taken against 
those found guilty of this of-
fence. 

A full investigation will be 
implemented and sanctions - 
including suspension on full 
pay - will be considered whilst 
this investigation takes place.

And that’s just some of the 
traditional Christmas songs 
they can look at. It makes me 
shiver at the mere thought.

Anyway, that’s enough from 
me for this year. May I take this 
opportunity to wish all of you a 
very Merry Christmas and ev-
erything of the very best for the 
New Year.

Rudolph
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An unsung hero
Many will have heard of the Tuskegee Airmen, or General Benjamin O. Davis Junior. 
Yet not that many will have heard of Eugene Bullard, the man who came before all of 
them.

During World War II 
the pilots of the 332nd 
Fighter Group and the 

477th Bombardment Group 
had one thing in common - they 
were all African-Americans. 
They were better known as the 
Tuskegee Airmen.

Benjamin Oliver Davis Ju-
nior was the commander of the 
Tuskegee Airmen. He would go 
on to become the first African-
American general officer in the 
United States Airforce.

On December 9, 1998, he was 
promoted to four-star general 
by President Bill Clinton. 

He was not the first in his 
family to break racial barriers. 
His father, Benjamin O. Davis 
Senior, was the first African-
American general in the United 
States Army.

Yet while the history of the 
Tuskegee Airmen has been 
well recorded, this has not been 
the case with Eugene James 
“Jacques” Bullard.

Who, you may well ask, was 
Eugene Bullard? He was the 
first black fighter pilot.

Bullard was born in Colum-
bus, Georgia on 9 October, 
1895. He was one of ten chil-
dren born to William Bullard, 
a black man from Martinique, 
and Josephine Thomas, a Creek 
Indian.

His father had fled from Haiti 
during the Haitian Revolution 
and, after reaching the United 

States, had taken refuge with 
the Creek Indians.

While still in his teens Eu-
gene had left Columbus and 
moved to Atlanta by himself. 
He had been told that the way 
to escape racial prejudice was 
to head for Europe. His father 
had also pointed out that Bull-
ard was a French surname and 
that at least one of his ancestors 
had come from France.

He stowed away on a ship 
bound for Scotland and after ar-
riving in Aberdeen he made his 
way south to Glasgow. From 
there he went to Paris.

He like what he saw and the 
way he was treated, so he de-
cided to settle in France. He 
became a fairly good boxer and 
also worked in a music hall.

When World War I broke out 
in August 1914, Bullard had no 
hesitation in enlisting to fight 
for his new country.

At that stage he was not a 
French citizen and had to join 
the French Foreign Legion. He 
was assigned to the 3rd March-
ing Regiment of the 1st Foreign 
Regiment as a machine gunner, 
he saw combat near the Somme 
River.

 It was during this time when 
he learned Americans and other 
volunteers were now allowed to 
transfer to Metropolitan French 
Army units, including the 170th 
French Infantry Regiment – 
nicknamed “Les Hirondelles de 

la Mort,” or “The Swallows of 
Death.”

The idea of being part of a 
unit with crack troops appealed 
to Bullard, so he put in his re-
quest to join the regiment. In 
February 1916, his requested 
was granted just as the 170th 
Infantry was sent to Verdun, 
one of the largest and longest 
battles of the First World War 
on the Western Front between 
the German and French armies. 
The battle took place on the hills 
north of Verdun-sur-Meuse in 
north-eastern France. 

It was during this battle that 
Bullard was severely wounded 
on March 5, 1916 and sent to a 
Parisian hospital where he spent 
the next six months recuperat-
ing. During convalescence, he 
was cited for acts of valour at 
the orders of the regiment on 
July 3, 1917 and was awarded 
the Croix de Guerre.

While convalescing in Paris, 
Bullard and his friend Jeff Da-
vis Dixon had a bet. Dixon bet 
$2,000 that Bullard would not 
be able to get into the French 
Air Force.

On 5 October, 1916, Bull-
ard arrived at the French aerial 
gunnery school at Cazaux. It 
was there that he met fellow 
American Edmond Genet, who 
told Bullard about the Lafayette 
Escadrille and suggested Bull-
ard become a pilot rather than 
a gunner.

Eugene Bullard
9 Oct 1898 - 12 Oct 1961
In Mid-October he transferred 

to the flight school at Tours for 
pilot training. The training took 
a few more months, but it was 
inevitably given Bullard’s per-
sistence that it would pay off. 
Bullard earned his pilot’s li-
cense and then Dickerson faith-
fully paid the $2,000. It was a 
considerable sum at the time, 
especially for a gentleman’s 
bet. Dixon admitted that he hat-
ed to lose the money, but was 
delighted that at least Bullard 
was from Dixie. 

The result of the bet was to 
launch Eugene Bullard into 
history as a first ever African-
American aviator.

After qualifying as a pilot he 
joined 269 American aviators at 
the Lafayette Flying Corps on 
November 15, 1916. American 
volunteers flew with French 
pilots in different pursuit and 
bomber/reconnaissance aero 
squadrons on the Western Front.

On August 27, he was as-

signed to the Escadrille N.93 
based at Beauzee-sur-Aire 
south of Verdun. The squad-
ron was equipped with Nie-
uport and Spad VII aircraft that 
displayed a flying duck as the 
squadron insignia. He took part 
in over twenty air combat mis-
sions, and he is sometimes cred-
ited with shooting down one or 
two German aircraft. However, 
the French authorities could not 
confirm Bullard’s victories. His 
Spad had an insignia lettered 
“All blood runs red” and his 
nickname became the “Black 
Swallow of Death. 

When the United States en-
tered the war, the United States 
Army Air Service convened a 
medical board to recruit Ameri-
cans serving in the Lafayette 
Flying Corps for the Air Service 
of the American Expeditionary 
Forces. Bullard went through 
the medical examination, but he 
was not accepted, as only white 
pilots were allowed to serve. 

Sometime later, on a short 
break from duty in Paris, Bul-
lard allegedly got into an argu-
ment with a French commis-
sioned officer and was punished 
by being transferred to the ser-
vice battalion of to the 170th in-
fantry Regiment of the French 
army. He was discharged in 
October 1919 and returned to 

Paris.
After the war he married and 

had two children. He bought a 
bar named “Le Grand Duc” on 
the north side of Paris. 

In the late 1930s, prior to the 
outbreak of World War II, he 
was recruited by French intel-
ligence to spy on the Germans 
who come by his bar. He re-
mained very devoted to France 
and tried to join the French 
army but was considered too 
old. In 1940, he managed to 
find a way out of German occu-
pied France, biked all the way 
down to Portugal and returned 
to the United States on a Red 
Cross ship. He settled in New 
York City. 

In 1954, along with two other 
French veterans, he was invit-
ed by French Pres. Charles de 
Gaulle to light the flame of the 
Unknown Soldier at the Arc de 
Triomphe in Paris.

Eugene Bullard received fif-
teen decorations from the gov-
ernment of France. He was 
made a Knight of the Legion of 
Honor, France’s most coveted 
award. He also was awarded 
the Medaille militaire, another 
top military distinction.

He died in New York City of 
stomach cancer on October 12, 
1961 at the age of 66 with his 
achievements all but forgotten.

Bullard’s Spad 7
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Could you be
Santa Claus?

Currently retired or unemployed? Looking for a job or maybe just something to keep 
you occupied? Then why not consider becoming Santa.

Oh! You better watch out,
You better not cry,

You better not pout,
I’m telling you why:

Santa Claus is coming to town!

The opening verse of the 
ever popular Christ-
mas song, Santa Claus 

Is Coming To Town. The 
song was written in 1934 by 
John Frederick Coots and  
Haven Gillespie and has been 
recorded by more than 100 art-
ists - everyone from Alice Coo-
per to Justin Bieber.

Yet how would you like hav-
ing the job of Santa Claus? And 
we’re talking about the real-
deal here. Not some guy sitting 
with a false beard at the local 
shopping mall.

Let’s face it, being Santa 
must be a pretty cool job. Af-
ter all you only really work one 
day a year. What he gets up to 
the other 364 days of the year is 
anyone’s guess. 

Another major bonus of be-
ing Santa is that you get to play 
with all the new toys and gad-
gets way before anyone else. 

But before you rush off to 
send your CV you need to 
check if you meet the require-
ments for this post. 

You will need certain skills 
and talents before you can even 
think about applying for this 

post. After all, this is not a job 
for just anyone.

Ability to withstand the 
cold

Remember that you will be 
based at the North Pole and it 
does get rather chilly here. The 
temperature in winter ranges 
from −43 °C to −34 °C and a 
temperature of 0 °C would be 
regarded as a hot summer’s day.

Fashion sense
You need to look good in red. 

If this colour does not suit you, 
then please do not bother apply-
ing for the post.

Fuzz face
Part of the job requires that 

you wear a beard and mustache 
the entire year. Your beard and 
mustache can be any colour you 
wish - as long as it is white.

Gifted with languages
There are roughly 6,500 

languages spoken around the 
world. As Santa you will have 
to be able to speak all of them.

After all, kids will be send-
ing you letters telling you what 
they want for Christmas, so you 
had better know what they’re 
asking for.

In many countries you 
will be known by differ-

ent names. For example in  
Afghanistan you are Baba Cha-
ghaloo, in Poland you are Swi-
ety Mikolaj and in China you 
are Dun Che Lao Ren. Get to 
know your names.

Attention to detail
Another verse of Santa Claus 

Is Coming To Town says, “He’s 
making a list, and checking it 
twice; Gonna find out Who’s 
naughty and nice.”

Just imagine if someone has 
been nice and you put them on 
the naughty list? You could end 
up being sued.

An outstanding memory
These days Santa makes use 

of a Tablet or iPad and a GPS to 
track the names and addresses 
of everyone he has to deliver 
gifts to. Yet you still need to 
have an excellent memory.

You have thousands of elves 
working for you at your work-
shop at the North Pole.

These elves get very upset 
if you don’t remember their 
names. They could go on strike 
and cause a shutdown. Since 
they started a union the elves 
have become very militant.

Stealth, cunning and an 
armoured skin

The job of travelling around 

the world delivering gifts has 
became hazardous over the past 
decade or so. You face the risk 
of having your sleigh hijacked 
and you will also have to put up 
with guard dogs, electric fenc-
es, elaborate security systems 
and armed reaction guards.

To get an idea of what I’m 
talking about, read Santa’s re-
port of his 2016 visit to South 
Africa.

First of all I nearly missed the 
country because many parts of 
it were in darkness. I was told 
that this was because of the 
‘Prince of Darkness’.

When I asked if they were re-
ferring to Satan, they said, “no, 
Eskom.”

My GPS was very confused, 
mainly because many of the 
street names had been changed. 
This is a problem I frequently 
encounter when visiting South 
Africa.

My first stop was at Parlia-
ment to drop off gifts. It didn’t 
take long because my list of 
those that had been ‘nice’ was 
very short. The naughty list, 
however, seemed to go on for-
ever.

Moving down the highway I 
was pulled over by traffic po-
lice. They told me that they were 
going to fine me for exceeding 

the speed limit and for driving a 
sleigh that was not road worthy. 
They then said they would not 
fine me if I bought them a cold 
drink.

I know inflation in South Af-
rica is bad, but I had no idea a 
tin of soda now costs R250.

When I finally arrived at the 
first house it took some time to 
get past the electric fence and 
the guard dogs.

Once inside I must have set off 
a silent alarm. The next thing I 
knew I was confronted by two 
men with shotguns.

“You, the fat guy in the red 
suit, we are from Killer Force 
Security. Put the bag down and 
puts your hands in the air be-
fore I blerry shoots you!”

It took some time before I was 
able to convince them who I 
was and for them to release me.

When I came outside I found 
that my sleigh was standing 
on bricks and that my reindeer 
were missing.

Across the road some men 
were cooking over open coals 
(they said it was a braai). The 
meat they were cooking looked 
exactly like one of my reindeer.

I reported the matter to the 

police and they said they would 
contact me for a statement. 
That was 11 months ago, and 
I’m still waiting. - Santa.

And that’s not his only prob-
lem. Some countries have ‘no-
fly zones’ and you risk having 
your sleigh shot down by fighter 
jets or surface-to-air missiles.

Worst of all - many people 
just don’t believe in you any-
more.

Health issues
Let’s see, how do we put this. 

You need to be of ample propor-
tions? You need to be rotund? 
Oh to hell with it, you need to 
be fat and jolly.

If you are still interested in 
applying for the post, send a de-
tailed CV to: Santa Pty Ltd, 317 
Frostbite Corner, North Pole. 
And good luck with your appli-
cation.
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Hollywood Hogwash
Hollywood spends millions of dollars on the production of a movie. Yet many of the 
movies supposedly based “on a real life story” are rife with mistakes. Perhaps they 
should consider hiring actual military veterans as technical advisors.

When it comes to retell-
ing history, Holly-
wood is well known 

for taking what they like to call 
‘artistic license’.

Nevertheless, watching so 
called ‘realistic’ military films 
that are supposed to be ‘based 
on a true story’ can leave one 
with a distorted view on history.

When you look at real histor-
ic events from which the film is 
derived you often discover that 
the movie makers have mixed 
up the facts, dramatizing cer-
tain aspects for effect, or breez-
ing over parts of the story that 
don’t suit the particular narra-
tive. 

Of course, this is even more 
apparent if you’ve actually 
served in the military or know 
anything about history.

Enemy at the Gates
Take the 2001 film Enemy at 

the Gates for example. The film 
is based on the exploits of Rus-
sian sniper Vasily Zaytsev dur-
ing the Battle of Stalingrad.

Yes there was a real Vasily 
Zaytsev and he was a sniper and 
a Hero of the Soviet Union. Yet 
the movie grossly exaggerates 
the role that Zaytsev played.

According to the movie, all 
the Germans had to do was 
kill Zaytsev and it would have 
changed the course of the entire 
battle.

The main catalyst of the film 

is a sniper duel between Zayt-
sev and a German sniper sent 
specifically to kill Zaytsev.

The sniper the Germans send 
is a Major Erwin König, the 
head instructor of their Sniper 
School.

In his memoirs, Notes of a 
Russian Sniper: Vassili Zaitsev 
and the Battle of Stalingrad, 
Zaytsev claimed that this event 
did take place.

Yet there is no record in Ger-
man archives of a Major Er-
win König. And while the Ger-
mans did indeed have a snipers 
school, it was only established 
in 1943, after the Battle of Stal-
ingrad.

U-571
Naturally if Hollywood is 

producing a movie, then the 
Americans have to be the he-
roes. The movie U-571 is a 
classic example of this.

This film was so distorted that 
British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair called it “an affront” to 
British sailors who had fought 
in WWII.”

The film shows the capture of 
the very first top secret German 
coding machine, the Enigma.

In the movie it is an Ameri-
can planned operation in which 
US sailors, disguised as Ger-
man submariners, board a Ger-
man submarine and capture the 
machine. They then hold off at-
tacking German Navy ships in 

order to escape.
The reality, however, was a 

bit different. The first Enigma 
machine captured was by a 
British warship in 1941 - seven 
months before the Americans 
even entered the war.

The Battle of the Bulge
Produced in 1965, the mov-

ie focuses on the Battle of the 
Bulge which took place during 
the Ardennes Campaign.

A crucial element of the ini-
tial German success of the 
Ardennes attack was the bad 
weather. Heavy snow and over-
cast, stormy weather meant that 
the Allies did not have air su-
periority as nothing could fly at 
that stage.

Yet many of the battles de-
picted in the movie take place 
in clear weather and the terrain 
is entirely clear of snow. More 
over, these battles take place in 
flat and level terrain, unlike the 
Ardennes forest where the ac-
tual combat took place.

The German King Tiger 
tanks used in the film are not 
even German. They are the dis-
tinctive American M47 Patton 
tanks, which only entered ser-
vice in the US Army in 1952 - 
seven years after the war ended.

Finally, all of the jeeps used 
by the Americans in the film 
were models designed and pro-
duced after the war.

Windtalkers
John Woo’s 2002 film Wind-

talkers at least got one thing 
right - the use of Navajo as a 
code in World War II.

Navajo Native American 
were used to transmit messag-
es for the US Marine Corps. 
Not only would they transmit 
radio messages in the Navajo 
language, they would also use 
code words.

They had at least two or three 
words for each letter of the pho-
netic alphabet as well as code 
words for common words and 
phrases.

For example the Navajo code 
for a colonel was Atsah-besh-
le-gai (silver eagle). Likewise 
the code for a submarine was 
besh-lo (iron fish).

In the film Windtalkers, each 
Navajo code talker is given a 
bodyguard who was ordered to 
kill code talkers, if necessary, 
in order to prevent them falling 
into enemy hands.

This was absolute rubbish. 
The Navajos’ physical resem-
blance to the Japanese led to 
confusion that resulted in sev-

eral Navajos almost becoming 
casualties of ‘friendly fire’ by 
their fellow-Americans. The 
bodyguards’ main job was to 
protect the code talkers and pre-
vent them being mistaken for 
Japanese.

The combat in the film is also 
unrealistic with troops advanc-
ing without any covering fire, 
and almost all of the contacts 
taking place at less than three 
metres.

Pearl Harbor
This movie has more flaws 

than a used car bought from 
Honest Al’s.

The premise of the movie fea-
tures two American Army pi-
lots both in love with the same 
nurse, with the attack on Pearl 
Harbour and subsequent events 
as a backdrop.

One of the pilots, Rafe Mc-
Cauley (Ben Affleck) is shot 
down and missing in action 
while serving with the Royal 
Air Force (RAF) in England.

This would never have hap-
pened. Serving member of the 
US Army Air Force were pro-

hibited from flying with the 
RAF.

Many US recruits simply 
crossed the border into Canada 
and joined the Royal Canadian 
Air Force (RCAF) to learn to 
fly and fight.

Others, many of them already 
qualified pilots, had gone across 
to England and joined the RAF. 
There were three fighter squad-
rons, known as Eagle Squad-
rons, formed with volunteer pi-
lots from America. But none of 
them were serving members of 
the US Military at the time.

Another major flaw was that 
during the actual attack on Pearl 
Harbour, a number of mistakes 
are also made. Admiral Kim-
mel, the commander of the 
Pearl Harbor naval base, was 
not playing golf on the morning 
of the raid, and he was not fore-
warned of Japanese intentions 
or of the fact that their embassy 
had left Washington.

The Green Berets
Personally, I was a big fan 

of John Wayne. The Duke was 
probably one of the best cow-
boys on the silver screen.

But a 60 year old, overweight 
John Wayne was just not con-
vincing as an American Green 
Beret colonel in the 1968 film 
The Green Berets.

His character looked as if he 
should have been given a medi-
cal discharge rather than leading 
a special forces team in combat. 
He actually holds his rifle up-
side down in some scenes.

There were also more than 
enough technical mistakes in 
the movie. For instance the 
jungle around the American fire 
base included pine trees and red 
clay, not even remotely resem-

NOT THE WILD WEST: A scene from the 1968 movie The 
Green Berets. From left: John Wayne, Jim Hutton and George 
Takei.
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bling the terrain of Vietnam.
The critics called it a “cow-

boys and Indians” movie that 
glorified a messy war and re-
duced it to a series of clichés.

The Hurt Locker
The Hurt Locker received 

widespread acclaim and won 
six Academy Awards, including 
the award for Best Picture.

Kathryn Bigelow won the 
award for Best Director, the first 
female director to win the award 
in either category. Bigelow is 
the former wife of another Os-
car winner,  James Cameron.

Critics billed it as “a near per-
fect movie.” I wonder if any of 
them ever actually served in the 
military. 

The Hurt Locker follows an 
elite team of bomb disposal ex-
perts in Iraq. While the movie 
is an excellent human drama, 
many scenes are implausibly 
melodramatic in their depiction 

of combat.
Veterans who watched the 

movie aimed particular criti-
cism at the character of Ser-
geant James (Jeremy Renner). 
His defusing of 870 bombs dur-
ing his career was seen as unbe-
lievable, since in a typical tour 
of duty, it would require him to 
deal with around three impro-
vised explosive devices (IEDs) 
a day.

The character was also criti-
cized for putting the lives of his 
men at risk by failing to follow 
proper procedure. The three-
man squad is shown routinely 
operating without support in 
hostile environments – and 
engaging in sniper battles and 
combat – while individuals are 
shown being insubordinate to 
superior officers.

Former British bomb dis-
posal officer Guy Marot said, 
“James makes us look like hot-
headed, irrational adrenaline 

junkies with no self-discipline. 
It’s immensely disrespectful to 
the many officers who have lost 
their lives.”

300
A fictionalised account of the 

Battle of Thermopylae during 
the Persian Wars, the movie 
300 deals with the attempts of 
300 Spartan warriors, under 
King Leonidas, to hold off the 
300,000 strong army of Persian 
King Xerxes.

The movie is more histori-
cal fantasy than historical fact. 
For one thing the Spartans were 
protected by more than just 
shields, helmets, and a toned 
torso. They wore armour. Even 
Spartan archers wore light ar-
mour.

The only troops that had little 
or no armour were new recruits 
that could not yet afford to buy 
their own armour.

NOT AN ADVERT FOR SPEEDO: Come on Hollywood, the Spartans wore more clothes than 
that.

The myths of alcohol
With many years of practical experience and in-depth research, Ryan Murphy
debunks some of the popular myths about alcohol.

Myth One
The more you drink, the more  

attractive women become. 

Myth One – False
If she looked ugly before you  

started drinking she will contin-
ue to look ugly no matter how 
much you drink. 

What will change, however, is 
your perception of her. At just 
0.02% your visual senses start 
to become impaired. 

Myth Two
The more you drink, the better  

looking you become.

Myth Two – False
No, you will still be ugly no mat-

ter what or how much you drink.

Myth Three
Your IQ level becomes elevat-

ed. All it takes is a few strong 
shots of alcohol and you be-
come Socrates, Plato and Ein-
stein all rolled into one.

Myth Three – False
Quite the opposite in fact. If 

you were not the sharpest pen-
cil in the box before you had a 
few drinks, alcohol is not going 
to improve the situation.

Myth Four
Alcohol protects you from 

Sexually Transmitted Diseases. 
And, if you’re female, there’s 

no chance of you falling preg-
nant. Alcohol is a natural con-
traceptive.

Myth Four – False
All alcohol will do is low-

er your inhibitions and af-
fect your judgement so you 
will be more likely to have  
unprotected sex.

And no, it is not a natural con-
traceptive.

Myth Five
Your driving skills improve. 

The more you have to drink, the 
better you drive.

 
Myth Five – False

You’re an accident look-
ing for a place to hap-
pen. Just pray that you get  
arrested before you kill your-
self or someone else.

Myth Six
You can handle any drink 

in the bar. So what if you 
normally only drink wine 
coolers? Suddenly you can  
handle any spirits or skull-pop 
behind the counter. Bring it on!

Myth Six – False
If you normally drink those 

fruit-flavoured wine cooler 
types of drinks, then stick to 
them.

Myth Seven
Alcohol makes you brave 

and strengthens your resolve. 
There’s nothing wrong with a 
bit of ‘Dutch Courage’ before 
facing a challenging situation.

Myth Seven – False
 Brave, no. Stupid, probably. 

All alcohol will do is lower 
your inhibitions and impair 
your judgement. The mission 
you volunteered for after a few 
drinks was called a ‘Suicide 
Mission’ for good reason.

The term ‘Dutch Courage’ 
originated when English sol-
diers noted the bravery-induc-
ing effects of jenever’s liquor 
on Dutch soldiers and dubbed it 
‘Dutch Courage’.

Myth Eight
You can take on anybody. Your  

pugilistic skills are phenomenal 
and you’re a combination of 
Bruce Lee, Jackie Chan, and all 
the WWE stars combined. Any-
one looks sideways at you, take 
them outside and sort them out.

Myth Eight – False
If you’re drunk and your op-

ponent is sober the chances are 
that you’re going to get a hid-
ing. If you’re an aggressive 
drunk it’s time to stop drinking. 
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Skouerskuur with Wynand du Toit
One of South Africa’s most famous Recce Commando’s, Wynand du Toit, was the 
guest speaker at the South African Military Veterans’ Organisation Australia (SAM-
VOA) in both Melbourne and Perth.

When the Victoria 
Branch of SAMVOA 
invited South Afri-

ca’s most famous Recce com-
mando to be the guest speaker 
at their annual Formal Mess 
Dinner and ‘Skouerskuur’ in 
Melbourne they got quite a bit 
more than they expected.  

After a few minor visa hic-
cups, Commandant Wynand du 
Toit, former prisoner of war, 
flew in one cold October morn-
ing with his lovely wife, Fran-
ces, and was lugged across town 
just in time for an informal get-
together and book-signing be-
fore the dust had time to settle.

If members thought they were 
to be subjected to yet another 
run-of-the-mill talk about mili-
tary strategies and policy, they 
were definitely in for the ride of 
their lives as Wynand captivat-
ed, entertained, fascinated and 
held his audience mesmerised 
and spellbound with the story 
of his role in the covert and un-
successful military action now 
famously known as ‘Operation 
Argon’ when he was a young 

captain in the South African 
Defence Force’s Special Forces 
in May 1985 and was ordered 
into Cabinda Province, An-
gola, to blow up and destroy 
six fuel storage tanks which, 
subsequently, led to him being 
wounded and captured by An-
golan forces.

We read the daily newspaper 
accounts back then, heard the 
reports on the evening news, 
listened to the spin of the poli-
ticians of the day and believed 
their promises that they were 
doing everything within their 
power to seek a quick and safe 
exchange. While we prayed for 
his speedy release, his sanity in 
solitary confinement, his safety 
at the hands of his captors, and 
offered words of encourage-
ment to his family, little did we 
realise that he’d finally spend 
837 days imprisoned behind 
enemy lines.  Yet, we had little 
clue nor suspicion of the skul-
duggery and underhand machi-
nations that masterminded his 
capture in the first place and the 
conniving conspiracies behind 

the events that brought FAPLA 
into direct contact with his unit 
and the tragic loss of two of his 
men. He himself was injured 
and on death’s doorstep.  

Wynand spoke candidly and 
frankly. He did not mince his 
words. Yet, he kept the tone 
from becoming morbid and 
melancholic. He joked. He 
made us laugh. He made lan-
guage gaffes and laughed out 
loud. He held us in the palm of 
his hand, drinking in his words.  
With easy skill he turned the 
many adversities he suffered 
into a cloak-and-dagger who-
dunnit without losing the true 
meaning of betrayal and shame.  
He told his story without bitter-
ness, rancour nor resentment. 
He spoke like a true soldier. He 
carried out his orders. He did 
not question why. 

I watched the faces of his au-
dience holding on to his words, 
all hardened, brave ex-soldiers 
and military men painfully re-
living their own stories, mental-
ly recalling when they looked 
death in the eye, how they faced 

their own fears, and their nar-
row escapes from a similar fate 
and it was clearly obvious in 
their eyes – ‘there but for the 

grace of God, go I’.
Wynand answered all ques-

tions put to him with humility, 
modesty, candour, openness and 
sincerity.  And judging from the 
long queues at the book sign-
ing after his address, he had 
touched the hearts of each and 

every one of these old soldiers.  
The following evening and at 

the formal mess dinner, Wyn-
and again addressed his audi-
ence and spoke sincerely and 
openly of destiny, kismet and 
the future. He paid tribute to 
those who had sacrificed, faced 
personal battles, mental tur-
moil and financial hardships 
immigrating to a new country 
and embracing change to move 
forward, indeed, a fitting fi-
nale to his fellow countrymen, 
soldiers, brothers in arms and 
friends. His message - to give to 
Australia that very loyalty and 
allegiance with which every 
single soldier present served 
South Africa. In a nutshell, to 
quote the song from the 1972 
film The Poseidon Adventure: 

“There’s got to be a morning 
after 

If we can hold on through the 
night 

We have a chance to find the 
sunshine 

Let’s keep on looking for the 
light”

You can listen to the full song 
by clicking the link here. It 
won the 1973 Academy Award 
for best Original Song.

TELLING HIS STORY: Wynand du Toit addresses those pres-
ent at the Annual SAMVOA Formal Mess Dinner and Skouer-
skuur in Perth, Australia.

PERTH PARTICIPANTS: 110 
guests (opposite page) includ-
ing wives and partners (below) 
attended the event in Perth.

https://youtu.be/msgxhVgUc6I
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They said it!
Over the years people have had a lot to say about Christmas and they’ve also had a 
lot to say about Santa. We look at a few classic quotes.

In the United States Christ-
mas has become the rape of an 
idea.

Richard Bach

In the old days, it was not 
called the Holiday Season; the 
Christians called it ‘Christmas’ 
and went to church; the Jews 
called it ‘Hanukkah’ and went 
to synagogue; the atheists went 
to parties and drank. People 
passing each other on the street 
would say ‘Merry Christmas!’ 
or ‘Happy Hanukkah!’ or (to 
the atheists) ‘Look out for the 
wall!’”

Dave Barry 
“Christmas Shopping: 

A Survivor’s Guide”

Dear Lord, I’ve been asked, 
nay commanded, to thank Thee 
for the Christmas turkey be-
fore us... a turkey which was no 
doubt a lively, intelligent bird... 
a social being... capable of ac-
tual affection... nuzzling its 
young with almost human- like 
compassion. Anyway, it’s dead 
and we’re gonna eat it. Please 
give our respects to its family...

Berke Breathed

I will honour Christmas in my 
heart and try to keep it all the 
year.

Charles Dickens 
“A Christmas Carol”

Next to a circus there ain’t 

nothing that packs up and tears 
out faster than the Christmas 
spirit.

Kin Hubbard

Christmas begins about the 
first of December with an office 
party and ends when you finally 
realize what you spent, around 
April fifteenth of the next year.

P. J. O’Rourke

The perfect Christmas tree? 
All Christmas trees are perfect!

Charles N. Barnard

Christmas, children, is not a 
date. It is a state of mind.

Mary Ellen Chase

What I don’t like about office 
Christmas parties is looking for 
a job the next day. 

Phyllis Diller 

I once bought my kids a set 
of batteries for Christmas with 
a note on it saying, toys not in-
cluded. 

Bernard Manning 

“My idea of Christmas, 
whether old-fashioned or mod-
ern, is very simple: loving oth-
ers. Come to think of it, why do 
we have to wait for Christmas 
to do that?”

Bob Hope

“Christmas can be celebrated 
in the school room with pine 

trees, tinsel and reindeers, but 
there must be no mention of the 
man whose birthday is being 
celebrated. One wonders how a 
teacher would answer if a stu-
dent asked why it was called 
Christmas.” 

Ronald Reagan

The Supreme Court has ruled 
that they cannot have a nativity 
scene in Washington, D.C. This 
wasn’t for any religious rea-
sons. They couldn’t find three 
wise men and a virgin. 

Jay Leno 

“When did wishing someone 
a Merry Christmas become po-
litically incorrect?” 

Suzanne Woods Fisher,
A Lancaster County Christmas

“At Christmas, tea is compul-
sory. Relatives are optional.” 

Robert Godden

“If you ever have to steal 
money from your kid, and later 
on he discovers it’s gone, I think 
a good thing to do is to blame it 
on Santa Claus.”

Samuel Butler

“The one thing women don’t 
want to find in their stockings 
on Christmas morning is their 
husband.”

Joan Rivers

“The Little Drummer Boy” 
was playing in the background 
for what seemed like the third 
time in a row. I fought off an 
urge to beat that Little Drum-
mer Boy senseless with his own 
drumsticks.” 

Dana Reinhardt, 
How to Build a House

“The worst gift I was given 
is when I got out of rehab that 
Christmas; a bottle of wine. It 
was delicious.” 

Craig Ferguson

There are some people who 
want to throw their arms round 
you simply because it is Christ-
mas; there are other people who 
want to strangle you simply be-
cause it is Christmas. 

Robert Staughton Lynd 

And now a few quotes about 
Santa.

Let me see if I’ve got this 
Santa business straight. You say 
he wears a beard, has no dis-
cernible source of income and 
flies to cities all over the world 
under cover of darkness? You 
sure this guy isn’t laundering il-
legal drug money?

Tom Armstrong

I stopped believing in Santa 
Claus when I was six. Mother 
took me to see him in a depart-
ment store and he asked for my 
autograph.

Actress Shirley Temple Black

Santa Claus has the right idea. 
Visit people once a year.

Victor Borge

I never believed in Santa 
Claus because I knew no white 

man would be coming into my 
neighborhood after dark.

Dick Gregory

Santa Claus wears a Red Suit, 
he must be a communist. And a 
beard and long hair, must be a 
pacifist. What’s in that pipe that 
he’s smoking?

Arlo Guthrie

I played Santa Claus many 
times, and if you don’t believe 
it, check out the divorce settle-
ments awarded my wives.

Groucho Marx 
“The Groucho Phile”

“One of the problems we have 
in this country is that too many 
adults believe in Santa Claus, 
and too many children don’t.”

Jack Handy

Santa is even-tempered. San-
ta does not hit children over the 
head who kick him. Santa uses 
the term folks rather than Mom-
my and Daddy because of all 
the broken homes. Santa does 
not have a three-martini lunch. 
Santa does not borrow money 
from store employees. Santa 
wears a good deodorant.

Jenny Zink 
To Santa’s hired for a mall.  

The main reason Santa is so 
jolly is because he knows where 
all the bad girls live. 

George Carlin

And a few anonymous quotes.

“When you stop believing 
in Santa, you get underwear or 
socks for Christmas.”

“I’m like a Christmas candy 
cane - sweet but twisted.”

“Please note: Christmas has 
been cancelled this year. Ap-
parently you sent Santa a note 
saying that you had been good 
this year. He died laughing.”

“Dear Santa, all I want for 
Christmas this year is a very fat 
bank account and a very slim 
body. Please don’t mix the two 
up like you did last year.”

“Christmas - buying junk that 
no-one needs with money you 
don’t have for relatives you 
don’t even like.”

“When someone says, 
‘Where’s your Christmas Spirit’ 
it’s wrong to point to the liquor 
cabinet.”

“Dear Santa, I can explain...”

“I wasn’t planning on buy-
ing anyone a gift this year until 
I heard about those exploding 
Samsung Galaxy phones.”

And finally, the words of a 
few Christmas songs that have 
been rewritten.

“Last Christmas I gave you 
my heart, but the very next day 
you body rejected the transplant 
and you died.”

Last Christmas
Wham

“I’m dreaming of a white 
Christmas, but if the white runs 
outs I’ll drink the red.”

Bing Crossby
White Christmas

“All I want for Christmas is 
you money.”

Maria Carrey
All I Want Is You
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Head to Head

The Silent Service

Through the ages, inven-
tors and sailors alike 
sought to find the tech-

nology that would allow the 
construction of boats that could 
travel under water.

Yet it was only in 1776 that 
David Bushnell designed a one-
man submarine which he called 
Turtle.

It was during World War I 

and again in World War II that 
the submarine demonstrated its 
true worth and capabilities.

These days most modern na-
vies have a submarine service. 
These range from diesel-pow-
ered submarines to nuclear-
powered submarines capable of 
launching nuclear ballistic mis-
siles.

This month in head-to-head 

we look at some of the most 
modern submarines used by na-
vies around the world.

Displacement  - 3,002 tonnes 
(surfaced), 3,300 tonnes (sub-
mereged)
Length - 78 m
Beam  - 8 m
Armament - 6 x 533 mm tubes 
for Harpoon missiles and Gould 
Mk 48 torpedoes - total of 22 
carried or 44 mines in place o 
torpedoes
Propulsion  - 3 x V188/14 die-
sel engines, 1,475 kW/1,978 hp 
each
Speed - 10 knots (surfaced), 20 
knots (submerged)
Compliment - 42 men

Collins-class SSK (Austrlia)
For many years Australia had 

to rely on the British Oberon 
class submarines. Finally, they 
were forced to replace their 
ageing workhorses.

The Australian government 

approved the purchase of six 
Collins-class Type 471 die-
sel-electric boats designed by 
Swedish shipbuilders Kockums.

The first of the class was 
commissioned in 1996 and the 

remained were delivered by 
2003.

In 2004 an upgrade to the 
weapons systems, sonar and 
noise reduction was carried out.

Type 209-class SSK (Brazil)
Built almost entirely for the 

export market by Howaldswer-
ke Deutsche Werft (HDW) at 
Kiel, Germany, the Type 209 is 
the mainstay of small subma-
rine forces around the world.

The Brazilian Navy received 
government approval to up-
grade its submarine service and 
they took delivery of the Ger-
man-build Type 209.

They had an agreement with 

HDW to continue indigenous 
manufacture in their own ship-
yards, all taking the name of the 
first-of-class submarine Tupi.

Displacement  - 1,462 tonnes 
(surfaced), 1,560 tonnes (sub-
mereged)
Length - 61 m
Beam  - 6,2 m
Armament - 8 x 533 mm tubes, 
14 x torpedoes or mines
Propulsion  - diesel-electric, 
1789 kW/2,400 shp and 2610 
kW/3,500 shp
Speed - 13 knots (surfaced), 22 
knots (submerged)
Compliment - 33 men

Displacement  - 2,150 tonnes 
(surfaced), 2,416 tonnes (sub-
mereged)
Length - 70,3 m
Beam  - 7,6 m
Armament - 6 x 533 mm tubes, 
18 x Gould Mk 48 heavyweight 
torpedoes
Propulsion  - 2 x Paxman Va-
lenta 16SZ diesel engines,2,7 
mW/3620.8 hp each, 2 x 2,5 
mW/3352.6 hp Alsthom al-
ternators, Alsthom motor 4 
mW/5364.1 hp
Speed - 12 knots (surfaced), 20 
knots (submerged)
Compliment - 48 men

Victoria-class SSK (Canada)
After having years of service 

from the British Oberon-class 
submarines, the Canadians 
switched to another British boat 
for their new era of post Cold 
War operations.

They purchased four boats 
from the Royal Navy’s Uphold-
er-class.

Recommissioning work on 
the first, Victoria, was complet-
ed in December 2000.

The Canadians use their boats 
with patrols connected to fish-
eries, immigration, law en-
forcement and environmental 
monitoring.

Glossary
SSBN - Nuclear-powered with 
nuclear ballistic missiles.
SSK - Non-nuclear hunter-kill-
er submarines.
SSN - Nuclear-powered Fast 
Attack Submarine.
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Jin-class Type 094 SSN (Peoples Republic of China)
The People’s Liberation 

Army Navy Submarine Force 
replaced their Xia-class Type 
092 submarines with the new 
Jin-Class Type 094 boats.

The Type 094 was first spot-

ted in 2006 on commercial sat-
ellite imagery of the Xiaoping-
dao Submarine Base.

One was operational in 2010, 
three in 2013,and four in 2015.

The PRC is interested in aug-

menting its ICBM forces with 
SSBNs to enhance its compre-
hensive nuclear deterrent force. 
Nuclear deterrent patrols com-
menced in December 2015

Displacement  - +/- 8,800 
tonnes (surfaced), 9,979 tonnes 
(submereged)
Length - 135 m
Beam  - 12,5 m
Armament - 12 x JL-2 SLBM 
missiles
Propulsion  - Single shaft nu-
clear reactor
Speed - Not known
Compliment - Not known

Displacement  - 12,440 tonnes 
(surfaced), 14,108 tonnes (sub-
mereged)
Length - 184 m
Beam  - 12,5 m
Armament - Nuclear: 4 x 633 
mm tubes, 18 ECAN L5 Mod 3 
torpedoes and Exocet missiles; 
16 M45 SLBM missiles with 
TNT75 warheads
Propulsion  - 1 x GWC Park 
K15 nuclear reactor’ 1 x steam 
turbine, 30947 kW/41,500 shp
Speed - 22 knots (surfaced), 25 
knots (submerged)
Compliment - 65 men

Le Triomphant-class SSBN (France)
Le Triomphant became the 

new standard bearer of the 
French Navy’s ballistic missile 
fleet in 1998.

The submarine was designed 
and built at Direction des Con-

structions et Armes Navales 
(DCN), Cherbourg Shipyard, 
and the first-of-class entered 
service in 1997.

The new boat carries 16 ver-
tically launched M54 ballistic 

missiles each with a warhead of 
six multiple re-entry vehicles 
(MRVs). 

A new warhead will extend 
that power with a warhead with 
12 MRVs.

Type 214 class (Germany)
The Type 214 is a further de-

velopment of the Type 212 by 
HDW.

The submarine has attracted 
world-wide attention, with or-
ders from the Greek Navy and 

South Korea. 
The Type 214 has an im-

proved pressure hull that gives 
an increased diving depth of 
400 m.

Four of the eight torpedo 

tubes are also capable of firing 
missiles.

The boat has an exceptional 
mission endurance of 12 weeks 
of which three may be spent 
submerged without snorkeling.

Displacement  - 1,700 tonnes 
(surfaced), 1,859 tonnes (sub-
mereged)
Length - 24 m
Beam  - 6,30 m
Armament - 8 x 533 mm tubes, 
WASS Black heavyweight tor-
pedos
Propulsion  - 2 x MTU 16v 396 
diesel generators; Permasyn 
electric motor; 600=900v bat-
tery, 3,164 kW/4,243 shp
Speed - 12 knots (surfaced), 15 
knots (submerged)
Compliment - 30 men

Displacement  - 6,200 tonnes 
(surfaced), 6,693 tonnes (sub-
mereged)
Length - 91,7 m
Beam  - 10,8 m
Armament - 6 x tubes for 
Spearfish torpedoes, Royal 
Navy  Sub-Harpoon anti-ship 
missles and TLAM missles
Propulsion  - Rolls-Royce 
PWR 2 reactor, MTU 600 kW 
diesel generators
Speed - Not known (surfaced), 
32 knots (submerged)
Compliment - 100 men

Astute-class SSN (Great Britain)
Built as a replacement to the 

ageing Swiftsure attack subma-
rines, the Astute class has been 
designed as a true multi-role 
submarine.

The first-of-class, Astute, en-

tered service in 2010. Armed 
with Tomahawk cruise missiles 
as standard, she is also armed 
with six torpedo tubes, able to 
fire advanced weapons, includ-
ing the Spearfish guided tor-

pedo, and, with a larger torpedo 
room than Virginia, she can car-
ry up to 36 torpedos.
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Chakra-class SSN (India)
Three hundred Indian Navy 

personnel were trained in Rus-
sia for the operation of the Aku-
la II submarine Nerpa. India has 
finalized a deal with Russia, in 
which at the end of the lease of 

these submarines, it has an op-
tion to buy them. 

The submarine is named INS 
Chakra as was the previous 
India-leased Soviet Charlie-I 
SSGN. Chakra was officially 

commissioned into the Indian 
Navy on April 4, 2012.

Russia said in December 
2014 that it is ready to lease In-
dia more nuclear-powered sub-
marines.

Displacement  - 8,140 tonnes 
(surfaced), 8,450 (submereged)
Length - 113,3 m
Beam  - 9,7 m
Armament - 4 × 533 mm tor-
pedo tubes and 4 × 650 mm 
torpedo tubes; 1–3 × Igla-M 
surface-to-air missile launcher 
fired from sail; Kalibr missile
Propulsion  - 190 mW OK-
650B/OK-650M pressurized 
water nuclear reactor
Speed - 10 knots (surfaced), 28 
knots (submerged)
Compliment - 62 men

Displacement  - 1,610 tonnes 
(surfaced), 1,830 tonnes (sub-
mereged)
Length - 57 m
Beam  - 7 m
Armament - 6 x 533 mm 
tubes, 24 x stn Atlas Electronik 
DM2A4 torpedoes
Propulsion  - Diesel-electric 
AIP, 3,164 kW/4,243 shp
Speed - 12 knots (surfaced), 20 
knots (submerged)
Compliment - 24 men

Salvatore Todaro-class SSK (Italy)
Developed by German com-

pany HDW for the German and 
Italian navies.

In Germany it is known as 
the Type 212-class and in Italy 
it was named the Todaro-class.

The Italians ordered a re-de-
sign of the interiors to allow for 
additional escape systems to be 
installed.

The boats are ideal for the 
Italian’s principal areas of op-

eration, the Mediterranean and 
Adriatic, both now requiring 
round-the-clock naval patrols 
in view of the amount of illegal 
traffic reaching Italian shores.

Sōryū-class  (Japan)
The Sōryū-class submarines 

(16SS) are diesel-electric attack 
submarines. The first boat in the 
class entered service with the 
Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force in 2009. 

The design is an evolution of 
the Oyashio-class submarine, 
from which it can most easily be 
distinguished by its X-shaped 
stern combination diving planes 
and rudders. The Sōryūs have 

the largest displacement (ship) 
of any submarine used by post-
war Japan.

It is Japan’s first air-indepen-
dent propulsion submarine.

Displacement  - 2,900 tonnes 
(surfaced), 4,200 tonnes (sub-
mereged)
Length - 84 m
Beam  - 9,1 m
Armament - 6 × HU-606 533 
mm tubes with 30 reloads for 
Type 89 torpedoes or Harpoon 
Missiles
Propulsion  - 2× Kawasaki 12v 
25/25 SB-type diesel engines 
diesel-electric
Speed - 13 knots (surfaced), 15 
knots (submerged)
Compliment - +/- 60 men

Displacement  - 2,50 tonnes 
(surfaced), 2,800 tonnes (sub-
mereged)
Length - 67,7 m
Beam  - 8,4 m
Armament - 6 x 533 mm tubes, 
12 torpedoes; mines
Propulsion  - Diesel-electric, 
4623,3 kW/6,200 shp
Speed - 18 knots (surfaced), 21 
knots (submerged)
Compliment - 33 men

Walrus II class (Netherlands)
The Walrus II class replaced 

the ageing Dutch trio of the 
Zwardvis class, built between 
1964 and 1972.

Principally a fast general-pur-
pose boat for operations in the 

Eastern Atlantic, the North Sea, 
and the Norwegian Sea, often 
under the auspics of NATO.

These boats took part in an-
ti-terrorist missions as part of 
Operation Enduring Freedom, 

in which US-led forces wrested 
control of Afghanistan from the 
Taliban.

They are used in both anti-
surface and anti-submarine 
roles.
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Sinpo-class (North Korea)
During the Cold War the So-

viet Union transformed the 
Kola peninsula into a base for 
its formidably Northern Fleet, 
which at its height consisted of 
more than 150 nuclear-powered 

submarines. This vast array of 
boats needed to traverse the 
Norwegian Sea to reach the At-
lantic Ocean.

The Norwegian Navy main-
tained an efficient submarine 

force which latterly consisted 
of six improved Kobben-class 
and six Ula-class submarines.

The Norwegians played a full 
part in NATO exercises and op-
erations. 

Displacement  - 1,150 tonnes 
(surfaced), 1,350 (submereged)
Length - 59 m
Beam  - 5,4 m
Armament - 4 × 533 mm tubes, 
12 torpedoes/mines
Propulsion  - Diesel-electric, 
1416,8 kW/1,900 shp
Speed - 18 knots (surfaced), 23 
knots (submerged)
Compliment - 21 men

Displacement  - 1,150 tonnes 
(surfaced), 1,350 (submereged)
Length - 59 m
Beam  - 5,4 m
Armament - 4 × 533 mm tubes, 
12 torpedoes/mines
Propulsion  - Diesel-electric, 
1416,8 kW/1,900 shp
Speed - 18 knots (surfaced), 23 
knots (submerged)
Compliment - 21 men

Ula-class SSK (Norway)
During the Cold War the So-

viet Union transformed the 
Kola peninsula into a base for 
its formidably Northern Fleet, 
which at its height consisted of 
more than 150 nuclear-powered 

submarines. This vast array of 
boats needed to traverse the 
Norwegian Sea to reach the At-
lantic Ocean.

The Norwegian Navy main-
tained an efficient submarine 

force which latterly consisted 
of six improved Kobben-class 
and six Ula-class submarines.

The Norwegians played a full 
part in NATO exercises and op-
erations. 

Khalid-class SSK (Pakistan)
The first Khalid-class sub-

marines acquired by Paki-
stan from DCN, makers of the 
popular Agosta class in service 
with smaller navies around the 
world.

Two boats were supplied in 
the late 1970s, apparently part 
of an order originally intended 
for South Africa but which was 
diverted to Pakistan instead.

The boats received an exten-

sive refit a decade later, with the 
addition of the famed Exocet 
missile,which represented a se-
rious threat to the Indian Navy.

 

Displacement  - 1,486 tonnes 
(surfaced), 1,732 tonnes (sub-
mereged)
Length - 67 m
Beam  - 5,4 m
Armament - 6 × 533 mm tubes 
F17 Mod 2/Exocet SM39 sub-
marine-launched anti-ship mis-
siles
Propulsion  - Diesel-electric 
2684,5 kW/3,600 hp
Speed - 15 knots (surfaced), 17 
knots (submerged)
Compliment - 36 men

Displacement  - 14,720 tonnes 
(surfaced), 24,000 tonnes (sub-
mereged)
Length - 170 m
Beam  - 10 m
Armament - 6 x 533 mm tor-
pedo tubes; 16 x RSM-56 Bu-
lava SLBMs with 6-10 MRV 
warheads
Propulsion  - 1 × ОК-650В 
nuclear reactor; 1 × AEU steam 
turbine
Speed - 15 knots (surfaced), 30 
knots (submerged)
Compliment - 107 men

Borei-class (Russia)
Project 955 or Borei is a class 

of nuclear-powered ballistic 
missile submarine produced 
by Russia and operated by the 
Russian Navy.

The NATO name for it is 

the Dolgorukiy class, after the 
name of the lead vessel, Yury 
Dolgorukiy).

The class is intended to re-
place the Delta III, Delta IV 
and Typhoon classes in Rus-

sian Navy service. The class is 
named after Boreas, the North 
wind.

Despite being a replacement 
it is much smaller than the Ty-
phoon class.
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Type 209 Heorine-class (South Africa)
South Africa placed a con-

tract for three Type 209/1400 
submarines in July 2000 on 
Howaldtswerke-Deutsche Werft 
(HDW) and Thyssen Nordsee-
werke. The Type 209/1400 sub-

marines replaced the French-
built Daphné-class submarines 
which were decommissioned 
in 2003. The Heroine class are 
sometimes considered to be 
South Africa’s first “true” sub-

marines, as they were more 
suited to being underwater than 
the Daphné models.

The submarine fleet is based 
in Simon’s Town.

Displacement  - Not known 
(surfaced), 1,454 (submereged)
Length - 62 m
Beam  - 5,8 m
Armament - 8 × 533 mm tubes, 
14 AEG SUT 264 torpedoes; 
optional UGM-84 Harpoon in-
tegration
Propulsion  - Diesel-electric, 4 
diesels, 1 shaft, 4,500 kW/6,100 
shp
Speed - 10 knots (surfaced), 
21,5 knots (submerged)
Compliment - 30 men

Displacement  - 1,460 tonnes 
(surfaced), 1,565 (submereged)
Length - 66,4 m
Beam  - 6,2 m
Armament - 6 × 533 mm tubes, 
18 torpedoes; SSM; SUBTICS 
combat system
Propulsion  - Diesel-electric, 
AIP, 2833,7 kW/3,800 shp
Speed - 18 knots (surfaced), 20 
knots (submerged)
Compliment - 33 men

Scorpene-class (Spain)
The Spanish government, 

upon the recommendation of 
the Spanish Navy, decided to 
bolster its submarine fleet and 
bring it into the 21st century.

This resulted in them agree-

ing to purchase five of the new  
Scorpene class submarines to 
replace their old Delphin class 
boats.

Designed by French ship-
builders DCN, they would in-

clude the latest technologies 
that are built-in features of the 
French SSBN and SSK fleets.

Gotland-class (Type A19) SSK (Sweden)
Sweden’s Gotland class sub-

marines have an excellent repu-
tation and are noted for the fact 
that they are packed with first-
class home-grown electronics 
and technology from the likes 

of Saab Industries, although the 
shipbuilder, Kockums, is actu-
ally part of the German HDW 
conglomerate.

They were upgraded in 2005 
with a new combat system 

called SESUB 960, along with 
improvements to navigation, 
sensor management and weap-
on handling systems.

 

Displacement  - 1,168 tonnes 
(surfaced), 1,466 tonnes (sub-
mereged)
Length - 61 m
Beam  - 6 m
Armament - 4 × 533 mm tubes; 
2 x 400 mm tubes; 16 x torpe-
does, 48 x mines
Propulsion  - 2 x MTU diesels,   
2 x Kockums V4-175r air inde-
pendent units
Speed - 11 knots (surfaced), 20 
knots (submerged)
Compliment - 33 men

Displacement  - 7,432 tonnes 
(surfaced), 8,992 tonnes (sub-
mereged)
Length - 107,6 m
Beam  - 10,67 m
Armament - 8 x 660 mm tubes; 
50 Mk 48 torpedoes or 100 
mines, or 50 Tomahawk cruise 
missiles or 50 Harpoon anti-
ship missles
Propulsion  - S6W nuclear 
reactor delivering 38766,4 
kW/52,000 shp
Speed - 25 knots (surfaced), 35 
knots (submerged)
Compliment - 133 men

Seawolf-class SSN (USA)
Billed as the most advanced 

attack submarine the world had 
seen, and the only one truly capa-
ble of destroying the Soviet SS-
BNs, a total of 29 were ordered.

By the time the lead boat was 
in production the Cold War was 
all but over.

Three Seawolf class boats were 
built, USS Seawolf, USS Con-

necticut, and USS Jimmy Carter. 
The third boat costing in excess 
of three billion dollars. The order 
for the remaining 26 was can-
celled.
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Famous Figures in Military History

Kurt Student
The highest ranking member of Germany’s parachute infantry, Student commanded the 
Fallschirmjäger throughout World War II.

Kurt Student was born 
into an upper-middle 
class family in the city 

of Birkholz on 12 May 1890.
He wanted to become a doc-

tor, but his family could not af-
ford the cost of the education 
needed.

His mother died when he was 
11 and his father sent him to the  
Royal Prussian Cadet School 
in Potsdam  in 1901. Here he 
could train for a career in the 
military.

Discipline at the school was 
strict. Much emphasise was 
placing on sport and loyalty to 
the emperor and nation. Stu-
dent did well at school, except 
in mathematics.

On graduating he became a 
Fähnrich (Officer Candidate) 
in the Imperial German Army 
in 1910 and was commissioned 
a lieutenant in March 1911, ini-
tially serving with a light infan-
try battalion.

In 1913 Student transferred 
to the German Army Air Ser-
vice and underwent training as 
a pilot.

During World War I he served 
as a pilot and in July 1916 he 
became a charter member of 
the Fokker Scourge, when he 
scored his first confirmed vic-
tory, forcing Nieuport 11 no. 
1324 to land behind German 
lines.

He then served in aerial units 
of the Third Army on the West-

ern Front, including Jagdstaffel 
9 (Jasta 9), which he command-
ed from 5 October 1916 – 2 May 
1917, when he was wounded. 

He scored six air-to-air victo-
ries over French aircraft between 
1916 – 1917, with two coming 
after his wound. He left Jasta 9 
on 14 March 1918.

After the war Student was as-
signed to military research and 
development. Due to the strict 
terms of the Treaty of Versailles, 
German was not allowed to de-
velop an air force.

Gliding, however, was not for-
bidden by the treaty and Student 
became involved in research-
ing the use of military glid-
ers.

He also attended the 
Red Army Air Forces 
manoeuvres, where 
he first came into 
contact with the idea 
of airborne opera-

tions. This would play a big part 
in future thinking.

After Adolf Hitler came to 
power in Germany, the Luftwaffe 
was secretly reestablished. Stu-
dent transferred from the Army 
to the air force and was appoint-
ed by Hermann Göring to be the 
head of its training schools. In 
July 1938, he was named com-
mander of airborne and air-land-
ing troops, and in September 
commanding general of the 7th 
Air Division, Germany’s first 
paratroop division.

A parachute training school 
was established at Stendal, 150 

km from Berlin. All 
paratroopers were 

volunteers.
The division 
played no part 

in the invasion of Poland. In one 
sense, the overwhelming power 
of the German military meant 
that it was not really needed. 
The main reason, however, was 
Hitler’s desire to keep such a 
new unit secret until the Blitz-
krieg was unleashed against 
Western Europe.

In their first action, Student’s 
troops failed to achieve even 
the least of their objectives in 
the Battle for the Hague on 10 
May 1940, taking and losing 
three airfields on the first day 
of the battle The Luftwaffe also 
incurred huge losses.

German paratroopers were 
used with success in the cam-
paigns in Norway, Belgium and 
Holland.

In Belgium, Student’s para-
troopers, under the command 
of Oberleutnant der Luftwaffe 
Walter Koch, captured the fa-
mous fortress of Eben-Emael. 
They landed gilders on the un-
protected top of the fortress.

Student was decorated with 
the Knight’s Cross of the Iron 

OF COURSE IT HURT: A German paratrooper shows General 
Student where he was wounded. The troops gave Student the 
nickname “Papa”. 

Cross for his leadership and 
bravery in the operation.

Following the Battle of Rot-
terdam in Holland, Student was 
almost taken prisoner.

It was in Rotterdam that Stu-
dent was shot in the head. The 
round that almost ended his life 
was fired by a sniper of the SS 
Leibstandarte.

Still conscious but partly par-
alysed, Student was taken to the 
bomb-damaged hospital in Rot-
terdam where he was operated 
on by 36 year old Dutch brain 
specialist, Doctor Cornelis van 
Staveren.

Student would later thank van 
Staveren with the words, “Sie 
haben mir das Leben gerettet” 
(You saved my life).

Further operations were car-
ried out in Berlin by Professor 
Wilhelm Tönnis, but it was only 
eight months later, in January 
1941, that Student resumed ac-
tive duty.

The input of Student’s para-
chutists in Western Europe had 
done a lot to convince Hitler 

that they were an important as-
pect of his military.

In January 1941, Student was 
promoted to Generaloberst 
(Colonel General) and named 
commanding general  of the 
XI  Fliegerkorps (Air Corps), 
the newly formed command for 
the expanding German airborne 
forces.

In this capacity Student di-
rected Unternehmen Merkur 
(Operation Mercury), the air-
borne invasion of Crete in May 
1941.

Crete was taken, but with 
high loses to both sides. The 
Allies suffered 4,123 dead an 
unknown number wounded, 
and 17,479 captured. A number 
of ships were also sunk or dam-
aged, including an aircraft car-
rier.

The German losses included 
1,195 dead, 2,000 wounded, 
and 1,759 missing. A total of 
284 Luftwaffe aircraft were de-
stroyed or written off and sev-
eral hundred were damaged.

One major disadvantage for 
the Fallschirmjäger was that in-
dividual weapons were dropped 
in canisters, due to their prac-
tice of exiting the aircraft at low 
altitude.

The Germans used colour-
coded parachutes to distinguish 
the canisters carrying rifles, am-
munition, crew-served weapons 
and other supplies.

This was a flaw that left the 
paratroopers armed only with 
knives, pistols and grenades 
in the first few minutes after 
landing. Poor design of Ger-
man parachutes compounded 
the problem; the standard Ger-
man harness had only one riser 
to the canopy and could not be 
steered. Even the 25 percent of 
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paratroops armed with sub-ma-
chine guns were at a disadvan-
tage, given the weapon’s limited 
range. Many Fallschirmjäger 
were shot before they reached 
weapons canisters. 

The high casualties caused 
Hitler to forbid future airborne 
operations.

Acting as the temporary 
commander of the island, im-
mediately after the surrender 
of Crete on 31 May 1941, on 
Göring’s order Student issued 
an order for a launching of a 
wave of brutal reprisals against 
the local population with the 
Massacre of Kondomari and 
the Razing of Kandanos being 
typical examples. 

His actual order read: 
“It is certain that the civilian 

population including women 
and boys have taken part in the 
fighting, committed sabotage, 
mutilated and killed wounded 
soldiers. It is therefore high 
time to combat all cases of this 
kind, to undertake reprisals and 
punitive expeditions which must 
be carried through with exem-
plary terror. The harshest mea-
sures must indeed be taken and 
I order the following: shooting 
for all cases of proven cruelty, 
and I wish this to be done by the 
same units who have suffered 
such atrocities. The following 
reprisals will be taken:

1. Shooting
2. Fines
3. Total destruction of vil-

lages by burning
4. Extermination of the male 

population of the territory 
in question

My authority will be neces-
sary for measures under 3 and 
4. All these measures must, 
however, be taken rapidly and 

omitting all formalities. In view 
of the circumstances the troops 
have a right to this and there is 
no need for military tribunals to 
judge beasts and assassins.”

In 1943, Student ordered Ma-
jor Harald Mors to plan Un-
ternehmen Eiche (Operation 
Oak), the successful raid con-
ducted by a special Fallschirm-
jäger unit and a small team of 
Waffen-SS Commandos led by  
Hauptsturmführer (SS captain) 
Otto Skorzeny to free Italian 
dictator Benito Mussolini. They 
landed with gliders and STOL  
(Short Take Off and Landing) 
aircraft on a hilltop. Student 
received the Oak Leaves to the 
Knight’s Cross of the Iron Cross 
for his role in the operation.

Student was transferred to 
Italy and later to France, where 
he was involved in the battles of 
Normandy in 1944. He was put 
in charge of the First Paratroop 
Army and took part in counter-
ing the Allied Operation Mar-
ket Garden, near Arnhem. 

After a brief time at the East-
ern Front in Mecklenburg in 
1945, he was captured by Brit-
ish forces in Schleswig-Hol-
stein in April of that same year, 
before he could take command 
of Army Group Vistula.

In May 1947, Student was put 
on trial on eight charges of mis-
treatment and murder of prison-
ers of war by his men in Crete 
(but not his crimes against the 
civilian population of Crete, 
like those at Kondomari, Ali-
kianos and Kandanos). 

He was found guilty of three 
charges, but avoided a stern 
punishment owing to the tes-
timony of Brig. Inglis, com-
mander of the 4th NZ Brigade. 
Student was sentenced to five 
years of imprisonment but was 
given an early discharge in 
1948 for medical reasons.

Kurt Student died on 25 July, 
1978, at the age of 88.

SMILE FOR THE CAMERA: Gen. Kurt Student at Gran 
Sasso, some days after Mussolini’s rescue, poses for a 
propaganda photo.

Quiz

What Medals are these?
This month we’re looking at medals. We show you a medal, you tell us which medal it is, and 

from which country. You’ll find the answers to the quiz on page 64.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15
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Forged in Battle

The Green Devils
WWII German Fallschirmjäger

Each month “Forged in Battle” looks at weapons, equipment or units that have been 
tried and tested on the battlefield. This month we look at the Fallschirmjäger, the WWII 
German paratroopers.

Nicknamed “Green Dev-
ils” by the Allies, the 
Fallschirmjäger were 

the paratrooper branch of the 
German Luftwaffe (Air Force).

The name Fallschirmjäger is 
made up from the German word 
for parachute, Fallschirm, and 
from the name for the elite light 
infantry of the Prussian Army, 
Jäger or hunter.

It was the Americans that first 
explored the concept of insert-
ing a large body of troops in-
side enemy territory by means 
of parachute. Actually it was 
the commander of the US Air 
Corps in France during World 
War I, General Billy Mitchell, 
that first proposed the idea.

During the period after World 
War I there had been rapid de-
velopments in aircraft and avia-
tion technology.

The Allied command, how-
ever, were forced to abandon 
Mitchell’s idea as they was 
wholly unprepared for such an 
undertaking, both logistically 
and in materiel.

It was the Soviet Union and 
Italy that were among the first 
to recognise the potential of air-
borne forces.

One of the problem with de-
ploying a sizeable force by 
parachute was they would have 
to be dropped from a sufficient 

height to give them enough time 
to open their parachutes.

The parachutes used at that 
stage were rip-cord types and 
had to be opened manually by 
each individual parachutist. 

The height they would have 
to jump at meant that they were 
vulnerable to ground fire. They 
would also be spread out over a 
distance when they landed.

These problems were solved 
when the Italians developed 
the static-line parachute in the 
1920s.

Static-line parachutes are at-
tached to the inside of the air-
craft and deploy automatically 
once the parachutist jumps from 
the aircraft.

This technique allowed the 
jumps to take place at a much 
lower altitude, limiting expo-
sure to ground fire, and provid-
ing tighter drop zone groupings.

Early Developments
It was the Soviets that first 

demonstrated the military pos-
sibilities of airborne infantry.

They held a series of manoeu-
vres in 1935 and 1936 when 
they dropped 1,000 troops and 
then delivered another 2,500 
with heavy equipment via air 
landings. They assembled forc-
es then proceeded to carry out 
conventional infantry attacks 

with the support of heavy ma-
chine guns and light artillery.

The actual jumps were far 
from perfect. The Soviet para-
troopers had to exit their slow 
moving Tupolev TB-3 trans-
port aircraft through a hatch 
in the roof and then position 
themselves along the wings and 
jump together.

One of those present at these 
exercises was a foreign ob-
server by the name of Hermann 
Göring.

Göring was obviously im-
pressed by what he witnessed 
and he became personally com-
mitted to the creation of Ger-
many’s own airborne arm.

As Prussian Minister of the 
Interior, Göring had ordered the 
formation of a special police 
unit in 1933, with the objec-

STICK READY: An eight-man stick of German paratroopers 
pose prior to boarding their aircraft.

tive being to protect Nazi party 
officials. They were officially 
named Landespolizeigruppe 
Wecke, after Polizeimajor Wal-
ther Wecke, who had assembed 
a detachment of 14 officers and 
400 men in just two days.

On 22 December 1933 the 
unit was renamed Landespo-
lizeigruppe General Göring.

Although they carried out 
conventional police duties, it 
was always Göring’s intention 
to produce a unit that would 
match the  Reichswehr, the reg-
ular German Army.

The Fallschirmjäger are 
born

After Adolf Hitler introduced 
conscription on 16 March 1935, 
Landespolizei General Göring 
was transformed into Regiment 
General Göring (RGG) on 1 
April 1935. 

On 1 October 1935 the unit 
was incorporated into the newly 
formed Luftwaffe and training 
commenced at Altengrabow.

Göring ordered that a group 
of volunteers be drawn for para-
chute training. These volunteers 
would form a core Fallschirm-
schützen Bataillon (parachute 
soldiers battalion), a cadre for 
future Fallschirmtruppe (para-
chute troops).

It is interesting to note that 
one of the early Fallschirmjäger 
volunteers was Max Schmel-
ing, the German boxer who was 
heavyweight champion of the 
world between 1930 and 1932.

The 1st Jäger Battalion/
RGG was formed in January 
1936 under the command of 
Bruno Bräuer. The 15th Engi-
neer Company/RGG was also 
formed and both units were 
transferred to training area Dö-
beritz for jump training while 
the rest of the regiment was 
sent to Altengrabow.

The parachute arm was offi-
cially inaugurated on 29 Janu-
ary 1936 with an Order of the 
Day calling for recruits for 
parachute training at the Sten-

dal Parachute Training School 
located 96 km west of Berlin.

The school was activated in 
January 1936 and was open to 
active and reserve Luftwaffe 
personnel. NCOs, officers and 
other ranks of the Luftwaffe 
were required to successfully 
complete six jumps in order to 
receive the Luftwaffe Parachut-
ist’s Badge, which was institut-
ed on 5 November 1936.

Formation
Prior to and during World 

War II the Germans established 
a number of parachute and air-
borne formations.

These included the 1st Para-
chute Army, the 1st and 2nd 
Parachute Corps, and 13 Para-
chute Divisions. There were 
also three independent regi-
ments and brigades - Ramcke 
Parachute Brigade, Luft-
lande-Sturm-Regiment, and 
Fallschirmjäger-Regiment 
Hübner.

The Germany Army also had 
three parachute formations - 
The Brandenburger Regiment, 
22nd Air Landing Division, and 
91st Air Landing Division. The 
Waffen-SS had two parachute 
formations - the 500th and 
600th Parachute Battalions.

World War II
Although the Fallschirmjäger 

were not used in an airborne 
capacity during the Invasion of 
Poland in 1939, they were sent 
to occupy several airfields be-
tween the Vistula and Bug riv-
ers.

The first opposed airborne 
attacks took place during the 
Norwegian Campaign. During 
the initial invasion Fallschirm-
jäger captured the defended air 
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base of Sola, near Stavanger. It 
was also during the Norwegian 
Campaign when they suffered 
their first defeat. A company 
was dropped on the village 
and railroad junction of Dom-
bas on 14 April 1940 and was 
destroyed by the Norwegian 
Army in a five-day battle.

On 10 May 1940 the 
Fallschirmjäger proved their 
worth when they captured 
Eben Emael in Belgium. (See 
this month’s Battlefield). Eben 
Emael was considered to be one 
of the most powerful fortifica-
tion in the world.

The performance of the 
Fallschirmjäger in the Nether-
lands was mixed as far as effi-
ciency was concerned.

They did cause considerable 
disruption behind the Dutch 
lines and they successfully 
captured bridges at Moerdijk 
and Dordrecht. Yet they suf-
fered heavy casualties in taking 
Dordrecht. They also captured 
airfields at Valkenburg, Ocken-
burg, Waalhaven, and Ypren-
burg.

Yet they failed to capture 
Hague and force the Dutch to 
surrender. The 22nd Airland-
ing Division was forced to land 
many of its aircraft on exposed 
motorways because the 7th Air 
Division had failed to secure 
designated airfields. Most air-
craft ended up being shot up by 
Dutch infantry and artillery fire.

During the invasion of the 
Netherlands over 2,000 troops 
of the 7th Air Division were 
deployed, while approximately 
12,000 troops of the 22nd Air-
landing Division also partici-
pated.

It was the next large-scale 
airborne operation that would 

GO: A Fallschirmjäger launches himself from the door of a Junk-
ers Ju-52 transport plane.

become the defining moment 
for the Fallschirmjäger during 
World War II.

Invasion of Crete
During the invasion of Crete in 

May 1941, the German airborne 
forces would perform their last 
strategic parachute and glider 
operation of the war.

The Fallschirmjäger captured 
a critical bridge that crossed the 
canal in the Isthmus of Corinth 
so German forces could pur-
sue Allied forces further in the 
Greek mainland.

Due to carelessness, demoli-
tion charges were accidentally 
detonated, causing heavy casu-
alties and damage to the bridge. 
Heavy enemy ground fire also 
took a toll. One group of para-
troopers were accidentally 
dropped into the sea where they 
all drowned.

They did manage to capture 
British anti aircraft positions 
which forced the surrender of 
the local town, resulting in the 
capture of 12,000 Common-

wealth and Greek troops.
The Germans used 22,000 

airborne troops but in only 
nine days suffered 3,250 killed 
or missing and another 3,400 
wounded.

One of the reasons for the 
heavy casualties was because of 
the design of the parachute. The 
parachute harness attached with 
a single strap to the body and the 
paratrooper had to land on his 
hands and his knees in a forward 
roll.

This meant that they could 
not safely jump with rifles or 
submachine guns. These, along 
with crew-served weapons, were 
dropped ina separate container.

Armed only with pistols and 
hand grenades, the Fallschirm-
jäger first had to find the con-
tainer and retrieve their weap-
ons. Many were killed before 
they could arm themselves.

After Crete Adolf Hitler 
would no longer sanction large 
scale airborne operations and 
the Fallschirmjäger were used 
as ground troops.
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Fallschirmjäger Equipment
1. Jump Helmet
3. Binoculars
5. Ammunition case
7. Combat knife
9. Pistol (Walther P-38 or Sauer  
   M38(H)

2. Luftwaffe Parachutist Badge
4. MP-40 submachine pistol
6. Map case
8. Knee pads
10. Jump boots

NEW DESIGN: A camouflage 
jump smock replaced the field 
grey one.

FG 42: The Fallschirmjäge-
rgewehr 42 was developed 
especially for the paratroops. 
Issued in limited numbers, it 
was consider one of the best 
rifles in World War II.

Action on all fronts
During the invasion of Russia 

in 1941 the Fallschirmjäger ac-
quitted themselves well in op-
erations in the Leningrad area. 

They were specifically de-
ployed to the east of Leningrad 
on the River Neva to confront 

a Red Army effort to relieve 
the city. In October 1941, the 
German paratroopers were in-
volved in heavy fighting against 
the Soviets and were successful 
in holding off Soviet attacks.

In July 1942, the Ramcke 
Parachute Brigade was de-
ployed to North Africa to assist 

the Axis war effort there. In late 
October the Brigade participat-
ed in the 2nd Battle of El Ala-
mein.

On 12 September 1943, the 
Fallschirmjäger conducted a 
successful rescue mission of 
Italian Prime minister Benito 
Mussolini at the Gran Sasso.

From 17 January to 18 May 
1944, the Fallschirmjäger par-
ticipated in the Battle of Monte 
Cassino.

The World War II-era Ger-
man Fallschirmjäger, Bran-
denburgers, and especially the 
22nd Airlanding Division glid-
er borne paras laid the founda-
tion for modern day Air Assault 
operations.
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Battlefield

The Battle of Eben Emael
Fort Eben Emael was considered to be one of the most powerful fortifications in the 
world. According to experts, it would be impossible to assault. The Germans, how-
ever, had other ideas.

On 10 May 1940 the 
Germans launched Fall 
Gelb (Case Yellow), an 

invasion of the Low Countries.
The ultimate goal was France. 

The German Oberkommando 
der Wehrmacht (High Com-
mand of the Armed Forces) be-
lieved that by attacking through 
the Netherlands, Luxembourg 
and Belgium they could out-
flank the formidable French 
Maginot Line.

The Germans could then ad-
vance through southern Bel-
gium and into northern France, 
cutting off the British Expedi-
tionary Force and a large num-
ber of French forces and forc-
ing the French government to 
surrender.

The Germans needed to cap-
ture several important bridges 
over the Albert Canal. The east-
erly roads led into the Belgian 
heartland and the rest of the 
Low Countries.

There was, however, a major 
obstacle that faced them. The 
Fort of Eben Emael, considered 
to be one of the most powerful 
fortification in the world.

Construction
Constructed between 1931 

and 1935, it was reputed to be 
impregnable and, at the time, the 
largest fortress in the world.

It was designed to defend Bel-
gium against a German attack 

1

2

Fort Eben Emael

1. Decoy cupola
2. Decoy cupola
3. Canal Nord - 60 mm guns & machine guns
4. Mi Nord - Machine gun block
5. Block II - 2 x 60 mm guns & MGs
6. Mi Sud - Machine gun block
7. Visé I - 3 x 75 mm guns
8. Barracks
9. Maastricht I - 3 x 75 mm guns
10. Block I - 2 x 60 mm anti-tank guns

3

4
5

6
7

8910

11 12

11. Block VI- 2 x 60 mm guns & MGs
12. Visé II - 3 x 75 mm guns
13. Maastricht II - 3 x 75 mm guns
14. Cupola 120 - Twin 120 mm gun
15. Cupola Nord - 2 x 75 mm guns
16. Anti-aircraft position
17. Block IV - 2 x 60 mm anti-tank guns
18. Decoy cupola
19. Cupola Sud - 2 x 75 mm guns
20. Block V- 2 x 60 mm guns & MGs

13

14
15

16
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20

Albert Canal

Entrance

Anti-tank
ditch

Fort Eben-Emael occupied a large hill just to the east of Eben-Emael village and overlooking the 
Albert Canal. Underground galleries extend over 4 kilometres beneath the hill, connecting the 
combat blocks and serving the underground barracks, power plant, ammunition magazines and 
other spaces. Fresh air was obtained from intake vents over the canal

across the narrow belt of Dutch 
territory in the region.

When designing the fort, the 
Belgians had taken the lessons 
learnt during World War I into 
account. The fort sat on high 
ground overlooking the Albert 
Canal. Reinforced concrete was 
used in place of plain mass con-
crete. The gun turrets were less 
closely grouped.

Ventilation was greatly im-
proved, magazines were deeply 
buried and protected, and sani-
tary facilities and general liv-
ing arrangements for the troops 
were given careful attention. 
The 120 mm and 75 mm guns 
gave the fort the ability to bom-
bard targets across a wide area 
of the eastern Liège region.

In 1940, Fort Eben-Emael 
was commanded by Major Jot-
trand. There were around 1,200 
Belgian troops stationed at the 
fort, divided into three groups. 
The first group was perma-
nently stationed at the fort and 
consisted of 200 technical per-
sonnel (e.g. doctors, cooks, 
weapon maintenance techni-
cians, administration staff). 

The two other groups con-
sisted of 500 artillerists each. 
In peace time one group would 
be stationed at the fort for one 
week. The other group would 
be in reserve at the village of 
Wonck, about 5 km away. These 
two groups would change plac-

es every week.
Except for some of the of-

ficers and NCOs, most of the 
men were conscripts. The ma-
jority of these were reservists 
and were called up after the 
Invasion of Poland in 1939. In-
fantry training was poor, since 
the men were considered to be 
purely artillerists.

The Germans prepare
The airborne assault on Fort 

Eben-Emael, and the three 
bridges it helped protect, was 
part of a much larger German 
airborne operation that in-
volved the 7th Air Division and 
the 22nd Airlanding Division.

The force tasked with assault-
ing the fort and capturing the 
three bridges was formed from 
elements of the 7th Air Divi-
sion and the 22nd Airlanding 
Division, and was named Stur-
mabteilung Koch (Assault De-
tachment Koch) after the leader 
of the force, Hauptmann Walter 
Koch.

Fifty DFS 230 transport glid-
ers were supplied for use by the 
assault force, Then came the se-
rious training for the mission.

Joint exercises between the 
parachutists and the glider pi-
lots were carried out in the early 
spring of 1940, and a number of 
refinements made to the equip-
ment and tactics to be used.

One of these refinements was 
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the attachment of barbed wire 
to the nose-skids of the gliders. 
This meant that the skids would 
dig in, forcing the glider to a 
stop.

The airborne troops trained 
with special equipment such 
as flamethrowers and shaped 
charges.

A detailed study of the fort, 
the bridges and the local area 
was made, and a replica of the 
area was constructed for the air-
borne troops to train in.

The Plan
Hauptmann Koch divided his 

force into four assault groups. 
Group Granite, made up of 
eighty-five men in eleven glid-
ers whose task would be to as-
sault and capture Fort Eben 
Emael.

Group Steel, formed of nine-
ty-two men and nine gliders, 
would capture the Veldwezelt 
bridge; Group Concrete, com-
posed of ninety-six men in elev-
en gliders, would capture the 
Vroenhoven bridge; and Group 
Iron, composed of ninety men 
in ten gliders, who would cap-
ture the Kanne bridge.

Time was the vital compo-
nent of the attack. The Germans 
were relying on two factors. 
First of all the believed that the 
use of gliders would not alert 
the Belgians. Secondly, the lack 
of a declaration of war by the 
German government would 
give the attackers the element 
of surprise.

The Germans estimated that 
this element of surprise would 
last for sixty minutes before 
they reacted. It was therefore 
imperative that during those 
sixty minutes as many anti-air-
craft positions, individual cu-

ATTACK: Fallschirmjäger exit a DFS 230 glider. This photo was 
posed after Fort Eben Emael had already been captured.

polas and casemates as possible 
had to be eliminated. The most 
important objective, however, 
was to put the long-range artil-
lery covering the bridges out of 
action.

The destruction of these guns 
was expected to be completed 
within ten minutes; within this 
time the airborne troops would 
have to break out of their glid-
ers, cover the distance to the 
guns, fix the explosive charges 
to the barrels of the guns and 
detonate them, all while under 
enemy fire.

The finalized plan for the as-
sault called for between nine 
and eleven gliders to land on 
the western bank of the Al-
bert Canal by each of the three 
bridges just prior to 05h30 on 
10 May, the time scheduled for 
Fall Gelb to begin.

 The groups assigned to as-
sault the three bridges would 
overwhelm the defending Bel-
gian troops, remove any demo-
lition charges and then prepare 
to defend the bridges against an 
expected counter-attack. Forty 
minutes later, three Ju-52 trans-
port aircraft would fly over each 
position, dropping a further 

twenty-four airborne troops 
as reinforcements as well as 
machine-guns and significant 
amounts of ammunition.

Simultaneously, the force 
assigned to assault Fort Eben-
Emael was to land on top of the 
Fort in eleven gliders, eliminate 
any defenders attempting to 
repel them, cripple what artil-
lery they could with explosive 
charges, and then prevent the 
Garrison from dislodging them.

Having achieved their initial 
objectives of seizing the bridg-
es and eliminating the long-
range artillery pieces possessed 
by the Fort, the airborne troops 
would then defend their posi-
tions until the arrival of Ger-
man ground forces.

The Battle
The mission didn’t get of to 

the best of starts. The tow-rope 
on one of the gliders snapped 
and it was forced to land inside 
Germany. The pilot of another 
glider released his tow-rope 
prematurely and the gilder was 
unable to reach its target.

Because of strict radio silence 
the senior commanders of the 
assault force could not be in-

JOB DONE: Fallschirmjäger share cigarettes and swap stories 
after the successful attack on For Eben Emael.

formed. Both gliders were from 
Group Granite and, to make 
matters worse, one of the glid-
ers was carrying Oberleutnant 
Witzig, the commander of the 
group.

The remaining gliders were 
released 32 km away from their 
objectives at an altitude of 2,100 
m. After the Ju-52’s released 
the gliders and began turning 
away, Belgian anti-aircraft ar-
tillery positions detected them 
and opened fire. This alerted the 
defences in the area to the pres-
ence of the gliders.

Group Steel
All of Group Steel’s nine 

gliders landed next to the bridge 
at Veldwezelt at 05h20. They 
managed to take the bridge 
without it being destroyed.

Two field-guns, located 
five hundred metres from the 
bridge, pinned them down and 
the group commander, Leutnant 
Altmann, had to call in air sup-
port. Several Junkers Ju 87 Stu-
kas responded and knocked out 
the guns.

Group Steel was supposed to 
be relieved by 14h30, but the 
relief force was held up by Bel-
gian resistance and only arrived 
at 21h30.

Group Steel lost eight dead 
and 30 wounded.

Group Concrete
Ten of the eleven gliders 

transporting Group Concrete 
landed next to the Vroenhoven 
bridge at 05h15, the eleventh 
glider having been hit by an-
ti-aircraft fire en route to the 
bridge and being forced to land 
prematurely inside Dutch terri-
tory.

One of the gliders was hit 
by anti-aircraft fire and three 
troops were seriously wounded.

One of the gliders landed near 
to the fortification housing the 
bridge detonators. This allowed 
the airborne troops to rapidly 
assault the position. They killed 
the occupants and tore out the 
wires connecting the explosives 
to the detonator set, ensuring the 
bridge could not be destroyed.

The Belgians mounted sever-

al counter-attacks in an attempt 
to recapture the bridge. Group 
Concrete held out until they 
were relieved at 21h40. They 
lost seven dead and 24 wound-
ed.

Group Iron
Things went awry for Group 

Iron from the start. Nine of the 
gliders were able to land next to 
their objective, while one was 
dropped in the wrong area due 
to a navigation error.

Yet while they were able to 
land next to their objective and 
eliminate the Belgian defend-
ers, it was too late. The bridge 
at Kanne had already been de-
stroyed.

Unlike the garrisons of the 
other two bridges, the Bel-
gian defenders at Kanne had 
been forewarned. The German 
mechanized column heading to 
the bridge to reinforce Group 
Iron had arrived twenty min-
utes ahead of schedule.

With the element of surprise 
lost, the defenders had enough 
time to set off the demolition 
charges on the bridge.

Group Iron had secured the 
area by 05h50, but they came 
under strong counter-attack and 
had to call in air support.

They were only relieved on 
the morning of 11 May.

Group Iron suffered the heavi-
est casualties of all three assault 
groups assigned to capture the 
bridges with twenty-two dead 
and twenty-six wounded.

One of the airborne troops as-
signed to the Group was taken 
prisoner by the Belgians. He 
was later freed by German forc-
es at a British prisoner of war 
camp at Dunkirk.
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Group Granite
Nine of Group Granite’s glid-

ers successfully landed on the 
roof of For Eben Emael. They 
gliders used arrester-parachutes 
to bring them to a quick halt.

The airborne troops quickly 
exited their gliders and headed 
for their individual objectives. 
The prime objectives were the 
artillery pieces that could target 
the bridges.

Objective No. 18, an artillery 
observation casemate housing 
three 75mm artillery pieces was 
damaged with a light demoli-
tion charge and then perma-
nently destroyed with a heavier 
charge, which collapsed the 
casemate’s observation dome 
and part of the roof of the Fort 
itself.

A traversing turret holding 
two artillery pieces, Objective 
12, was destroyed by troops 
who then moved on to Objec-
tive No. 26, a turret holding 
another three 75 mm weapons. 
Another pair of 75 mm guns in 
a cupola was disabled, as was 
a barracks known to house Bel-
gian troops.

Objective 24 proved to be a 
problem. The twin turrets with 
heavy-calibre guns mounted 
on a rotating cupola, was too 
large for airborne troops from a 
single glider to destroy on their 
own, forcing troops from two 
gliders to be used.

Shaped charges were fixed to 
the turrets and detonated. While 
they shook the turrets, they did 
not destroy them. Troops were 
forced to climb the turrets and 
smash the gun barrels.

In the northern section of the 
fort, similar actions were taking 
place.

Objective No. 13 was a case-

mate housing multiple machine-
guns whose arcs of fire covered 
the western side of the Fort; 
to destroy the casemate, the 
airborne troops used a flame-
thrower to force the Belgian 
soldiers manning the weapons 
to retreat, and then detonated 
shaped charges against the for-
tification to disable it.

Objective No. 23 was a re-
tractable cupola housing two 75 
mm guns. It had been thought 
that these would not be a threat 
to the airborne troops. They 
were proved wrong when the 
weapons opened fire, forcing 
the airborne troops in the area 
to go to cover.

They were pinned down and 
had to call for air support. A 
Stuka squadron bombed the cu-
pola and although the bombs 
did not destroy the cupola, the 
explosions did force the Bel-
gians to retract it throughout the 
rest of the fighting.

The airborne troops had 
achieved their initial objec-
tive of destroying or disabling 
the artillery pieces that the fort 
could have used to bombard the 
captured bridges, but they still 
faced a number of small cupolas 
and emplacements that had to 
be disabled. A number of these 
included anti-aircraft weapons 
and machine-guns.

As these secondary objec-
tives were attacked, a single 
glider landed on top of the Fort.  
It carried Oberleutnant Rudolf 
Witzig.

After his glider had landed in 
German territory, he had radi-
oed for another tug. The Ju-52 
landed in the field with a re-
placement glider.

Witzig’s troops had quickly 
broken down fences and hedges 

obstructing the aircraft and the 
new glider was towed through 
anti-aircraft fire to the objective 
- Fort Eben Emael.

Having achieved their pri-
mary objectives of disabling 
the artillery pieces possessed 
by the fort, the airborne troops 
then held it against Belgian 
counter-attacks, which began 
almost immediately. 

These counter-attacks were 
made by Belgian infantry for-
mations without artillery sup-
port and were uncoordinated. 
This allowed the airborne troops 
to repel them with machine-gun 
fire.

Patrols were also used to en-
sure that the garrison stayed 
in the interior of the fort and 
did not attempt to emerge and 
mount an attempt to retake the 
fort.

Group Granite was not re-
lieved until 07h00 on 11 May 
by the 51st Engineer Battalion. 
Once the airborne troops had 
been relieved, the battalion, in 
conjunction with an infantry 
regiment that arrived shortly 
after the engineers, mounted an 
attack on the main entrance to 
the fort. 

Faced with this attack, the 
garrison surrendered at 12:30, 
suffering sixty men killed and 
forty wounded. The Germans 
captured more than a thousand 
Belgian soldiers. Group Gran-
ite suffered six killed and nine-
teen wounded.

The capture of the bridges, 
and the neutralization of the 
artillery pieces in the Fort al-
lowed infantry and armour from 
the 18th Army to bypass other 
Belgian defences and enter the 
heart of Belgium.

Fort Eben Emael
Fort Eben-Emael is now open 

to the public. While still mili-
tary property, it is administered 
by the Association Fort Eben-
Emael, which provides tours 
and activities. If you’re ever in 
Belgium, be sure to visit this 
amazing museum.CUPOLA: One of the fort’s 

cupolas.

MAZE: Part of the under-
ground bunker system.

GLIDER: One of the models.

DAMAGED: The damage 
caused by a shaped-charge is 
still visible to this day.

OF DUTY: Part of the defenders 
sleeping quarters.

IMPRESSIVE: The exhibits at the 
Fort Eben Emael Museum are really 
top class.
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Gaming

Armed with his water 
wings and sunscreen, 
Private Matt O’Brien is 
ready to hit the beaches 
at Normandy.

Publisher   - Activision

Genre         - Firsr Person Shooter

Platform    - PC/XBox One/PS4

Score        - 9/10

Price          - R799 (PC)

Normally I wouldn’t 
review a First Per-
son Shooter (FPS) for 

Military Despatches. I feel that 
“shoot-em-ups” are far to unre-
alistic. But Call of Duty WWII 
is something else.

The first thing I’ve got to talk 
about are the graphics. Take 
Saving Private Ryan, Band of 
Brothers and The Battle of the 
Bulge and combine them into 
one movie and you’ll get an 
idea of what I’m talking about.

The ravaged buildings, rain-
drenched forest and the beaches 
of Normandy have never looked 
this real in a video game.

There are three ways you can 
play the game; Campaign (Sin-
gle Player mode), Multiplayer, 
and Zombie Mode. And yes, 
you did read that right. First 
Person Shooter players seem to 
have this obsession with zom-
bies. Let’s look at the Campaign 
mode first.

Campaign
The action focuses on a squad 

from 1944 to 1945, but also 
touches on events from 1940 
to 1944 to help set the stage for 
the narrative and establish the 
characters.

You play the role of Private 
Ronald “Red” Daniels as he 
and his squad from the US 1st 

Infantry Division (The Big Red 
One), make their way through 
France and finally into Germa-
ny.

The action takes place at vari-
ous locations that include:
• Omaha Beach, Calvados, 

Normandy, France
• Caen, France
• Marigny, Manche, France
• Near Argentan, France
• Paris, Île-de-France, France
• Aachen, Germany
• Hürtgen Forest, German-

Belgian Border
• Hill 493, Hürtgen Hill, Ger-

many
• The Ardennes, Belgium, 

Luxembourg
• Ludendorff Bridge, Rema-

gen, Germany
• Berga, Germany
• Port of Le Havre, France
• Longview, Texas

There is a nice variety of 
weapons you can use. These in-
clude rifles, submachine guns, 
sniper rifles, pistols, shotguns, 
light machine guns, launchers 
(such as the M1 Bazooka and 
Panzerschreck), and hand gre-
nades. 

As you move around the bat-
tlefield there is a good chance 
that you will be wounded. You 
have to use first aid kits to heal 
yourself. These can be found 
scattered around the battlefield, 

or you can call in your squad 
medic, Private Zussman.

Perform epic accomplish-
ments on the battlefield and you 
will be awarded with Heroic 
Action points. These get you 
closer to unlocking a Squad 
Ability. Heroic Actions are:
• Combat Save – Save an Al-

lied soldier who is struggling 
against an Axis soldier.

• Medical Save – Locate a 
wounded soldier on the 
battlefield and drag him to 
safety. Wounded soldiers are 
indicated by a red cross, and 
safe zones are highlighted 
on the HUD (Heads Up Dis-
play).

• Enemy Surrender – At cer-
tain points in the story, ene-
mies will admit defeat. Aim 
down sights at an enemy to 
force him to give up. Do not 
shoot surrendered enemies 
or you will not earn a Heroic 
Action.

The good news is that you’re 
rarely alone in Call of Duty 
WWII. Your squadmates will 
often accompany you and help 
you complete your missions.

As you progress through the 
story, enemy kills and Hero-
ic Actions will unlock Squad 
Abilities. Each squadmate has 
a morale meter that tracks your 
progress toward unlocking each 

ability.
• Zussman – Delivers first aid 

kits.
• Pierson – Briefly highlights 

all enemies in the area and 
allows you to use Focus 
with any weapon.

• Turner – Carries extra 
ammo for weapons you have 
equipped, including rocket 
launchers.

• Stiles – Carries extra Lethal 
and Tactical grenades.

• Aiello – Gives you a special 
smoke signal grenade used 
to call in Allied mortar fire.

Parts of several missions re-
quire stealth. When you’re in a 
zone that requires stealth, each 
enemy will have a stealth meter 
above his head indicating your 
level of detection to that enemy. 
If the stealth meter is empty, 
you’re undetected by that ene-
my. If the stealth meter is white, 
you’re in danger of being seen. 
When the stealth meter turns 
red, you’ve been spotted by the 
enemy and will have about one 
second to take out the enemy 
before he sounds the alarm.

Mutliplayer
To play multiplayer you need 

to be online and will need to 
have a good Internet speed.

Players are divided up into 
two teams. You choose which 
division you want to be. There 
are five divisions to choose 
from:
• Infantry
• Airborne
• Armored
• Mountain
• Expeditionary

Multiplayer can be a lot of 
fun and some of the players you 
will face are excellent.

And don’t feel that you’re 
too old for this. I played a lot 
of Battlefield 3, another on-line 
multiplayer game. The oldest 
player I came across was from 
Holland, and he was 83. And he 
was pretty good.

Zombie Mode
This can be played alone or 

with a friend in co-operative 
mode. It’s set in an alternative 
history where the Nazis man-

aged to create an army from 
dead soldiers. It’s mostly de-
fending against wave after 
wave of zombies.

All said, Call of Duty WWII 
is an excellent game and has re-
ceived excellent reviews.
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DVD Review

BROTHERS IN BLOOD: THE MEN OF 32 BATTALION

For the first time in his-
tory the men from 32 
Battalion, the South Af-

rican Defence Force’s most 
well-known, controversial and 
feared unit, talk about their 
experiences during the Border 
War. 

Some 60 former 32 Battal-
ion members were interviewed, 
hundreds of photos were pre-
pared and hours of film footage 
and video tape viewed to make 
the documentary as thought-
provoking as possible. 

Much of the archived material 
has never been seen before and 
many of the men interviewed, 
only spoke about the war for 
the first time in nearly 40 years. 
This is a tribute to the bravest of 
the brave!

Sometimes nicknamed Buf-
falo Battalion or Os Terríveis 
(Portuguese for The Terrible 

Ones), 32 Battalion were found-
ed in 1975 and disbanded on 26 
March 1993.

The DVD has a duration of 90 
minutes and costs R295 -well 
worth the price.

You can get it at Bush War 
Books. Visit their website by 
clicking here.

Click on the DVD Box
cover to watch a trailer of

Brothers in Blood
The men of 32 Battalion

Book Review

9C - Nine Charlie! 
The book, entitled ‘Signal 

Units Of The South Africa 
Corps Of Signals And Related 
Signal Services’ represents one 
of the most comprehensive col-
lection of regimental and unit 
histories ever published in one 
volume in South Africa.

This volume includes a his-
tory of each of the major signal 
units of the SA Corps of Sig-
nals, but expands this to include 
the role of signals elements in 
special units such as 32 Bat-
talion, the SA Special Forces 
(the ‘Recces’), Military Intelli-
gence, etc.

It also reviews the joint sig-
nals coordination function of 
the Directorate Telecommuni-
cations and EW, as well as the 
communications functions in 

other arms of the SADF such as 
the SA Air Force and Navy.

Signals services in the Por-
tuguese, Rhodesian and SWA 
Territory Forces are then ex-
amined. This is followed by 
the role of related organizations 
such as Armscor, the CSIR, the 
Radio “hams” and others. 

For the first time, the signals 
elements in the liberation move-
ments (the ANC/MK and PAC/
APLA) is examined next, and 
finally the developments relat-
ed to the post-1994 SANDF.

Author: Walter Volker
Softcover, 820 pages

Chibaya Moyo: The Rhodesian African Rifles - 
An Anthology, 1939-1981

R495.00

Chibaya Moyo, ‘Strike to the 
Heart’ in Shona, is an anthol-
ogy of stories and anecdotes 
from those who served with 
the Masodja, the all-volunteer 
black soldiers of the Rhodesian 
African Rifles, a proud African 
regiment that fought with dis-
tinction in two world wars, the 
Malayan Emergency and the 
Rhodesian bush war. 

Chibaya Moyo brings togeth-
er so many voices with tales of 
such vastly differing topics that 
it is by turn fascinating, tragic, 
humorous, intense, sad and in-
spirational; above all though it 
is honest. 

It is the story of a brotherhood 
that transcended race and tribe 
and is a lasting memory and 
testament to a fine regiment, its 
soldiers and their actions. 

Chibaya Moyo is wholly ded-
icated to raising funds to assist 
those Masodja who still live in 
Zimbabwe and struggle daily to 
eke out an existence. 

Author: Andy Telfer & 
                    Russell Fulton

Paperback, 540 pages  
                      Illustrated

R475.00

What Medals are these? - Quiz Answers
1. Ordem do Mérito Militar (Order of  

Military Merit) - Brazil. 
2. Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC)  

Royal Air Force - Britain. 
3. Itur HaGvura (Medal of Valour) - Israel. 
4. Purple Heart - USA.
5. Pour le Mérite (Blue Max) - Germany. 
6. Medal of Honor - USA.
7. Croix de guerre (Cross of War) - France.
8. Victoria Cross - UK.
9. Geroy Sovietskogo Soyuza (Hero of the 

Soviet Union) - Russia.
10. Pro Patria - South Africa.

11. Eisernes Kreuz (Iron Cross 2nd Class) - 
Germany.

12. Param Vir Chakra - India.
13. Honris Crux - South Africa.
14. Order of the Heroic Exemplar - China.
15. Ordre national de la Légion d’honneur )

(National Order of the Legion of  
Honour) - France.

https://youtu.be/PiYbCR3oiLk
https://www.warbooks.co.za/
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On the lighter side

Hitching a ride
Many national servicemen in the SADF were no strangers to hitchhiking. Yet not many 
of them hitch hiked home from the Operational Area in the then South West Africa. 
Steve did it not once, but twice.

For many members of the 
South African Defence 
Force (SADF), hitchhik-

ing or thumbing a lift was often 
the only means they had to get 
home for weekend pass.

Some of them would even 
hitch between Pretoria and 
Cape Town, a distance of 1,461  
km by road.

Yet few of them attempted to 
hitch hike back home from the 
Operational Area in South West 
Africa. Steve was 19 when he 
did his national service and he 
did the trip not once, but twice. 
He tells his story.

Along with two of my friends, 
Bruce and Mike, I had started 
running as a sport. We were 
based in Ondangwa and there 
was a large enough area for us 
to go running every afternoon. 

Bruce found out that the 
SADF Cross Country Champi-
onships were to be held in Pre-
toria and that any member of 
the SADF could enter as long as 
they had run a qualifying mara-
thon. 

A few weeks earlier the three 
of us had competed in the 
Tsumeb Marathon and had run 
a qualifying time. I heard op-
portunity knocking very loudly. 

If we entered for the SADF 
Championships then they would 
have to send us to Pretoria and 

we could at least get a few days 
at home.

The three of us went to see 
the sports officer and told him 
that we wished to enter. He sent 
a telex off and the reply came 
back saying that our entry had 
been accepted. 

We went down from Ondang-
wa to Grootfontein and then we 
ran into a major problem.

While we had been given six 
days leave to compete in the 
Championships, we were un-
able to get space on a SAFAIR 
flight going down to Pretoria. 
All flights were fully booked. 

Our leave began on a Tuesday 
and on the Monday evening we 
were still sitting in Grootfon-
tein.

It was Mike that suggested 
that we should try and hitch 
hike down to Pretoria. It was a 
crazy idea, but it was better than 
spending our six days leave sit-
ting in camp. 

Bruce suggested that we leave 
early the following morning but 
Mike and I argued that we want-
ed to leave right there and then.

It was about 6.00 pm and just 
starting to get dark when we 
asked the duty driver to drop us 
off at the outskirts of Grootfon-
tein. 

It was July and the nights were 
cold. We stood on the side of the 
road for about twenty minutes 

when a Chevrolet van stopped 
for us. It was one of those vans 
that had a canopy on the back 
with no windows.

Three very suspect looking 
black guys said that they could 
give us a lift to Windhoek and 
told us to climb in the back of 
the van. 

Although we were all armed 
with our R1 rifles, I was a bit 
nervous about getting into the 
back of this van because if we 
did, we would be trapped. I sug-
gested that one of us should sit 
up front with them while one of 
them climbed into the back with 
us.

Bruce got to sit in front and 
Mike and I climbed into the 
back with one of the blacks. He 
had a huge Afro hairstyle and an 
even bigger smile. 

Once we were in the back of 
the van the driver closed the 
door, shutting the three of us in.

We pulled off and the black 
guy sat eyeing Mike and I with 
an apprehensive look. There 
was a blanket in the corner of 
the van and I put my hand on it. 
I swear I could feel that shape 
of an AK-47 assault rifle. It only 
served to confirm my suspicion 
that the three blacks were SWA-
PO. 

It was Mike that inadvertent-
ly broke the tension. He had a 
‘Ghetto-Blaster’ radio/cassette 

and he put a tape on.
“Underground music,” the 

black said, his eyes opening 
wide with delight.

It was a Jethro Tull tape and 
the black, who introduced him-
self as Simon, told us how much 
he loved ‘underground’ music. 
He reached under another blan-
ket in the van and brought out a 
gallon jar of ‘Old Brown Sher-
ry’.

“Have some my friends,” 
he told us after he had taken a 
healthy slug from the bottle. 
When we eventually pulled up 
in Windhoek a few hours later 
Simon, Mike and I were singing 
away at the top of our voices, as 
drunk as skunks. 

The driver opened the back of 
the van and I could see a very 
worried looking Bruce standing 
there.

He sidled up to me and hissed 
into my ear. “I think these guys 
are Gooks.”

“I’m sure they are Brucie,” 
I roared with laughter. It’s 
strange how a third of a bottle 
of Old Brown Sherry can give 
you such insight. 

We said goodbye to our new-
found friends and Mike gave 
Simon the Jethro lull cassette. 
Simon assured us that whenever 
he played it he would think of 
us.

It was about 9.00 pm and we 
found a cafe that was open. We 
were hungry and bought a Kat-
kop (Cat’s Head) and a couple of 
bottles of Coke. A katkop was a 
wonderful thing when you were 
hungry. It consisted of a half 
loaf of bread that had been hol-
lowed out and then filled with 
hot chips. The ideal thing to do 
with a Katkop was to wrap it in 
newspaper, lay it on the ground, 
and then drive a vehicle over it. 
Then you unwrapped the news-
paper and revealed the now 
squashed bread and chips.

Two national servicemen 
came into the cafe and ordered 
something to eat. I asked them 
where they were going and they 
replied that they were from a 
base about 20 kilometres out-
side of Windhoek. 

I asked them if they could 
give us a lift to the main road. 
Bruce and I were both corpo-

rals, so they could hardly say no 
to us.

At about 9.45 pm they dropped 
us off when they turned off the 
main road towards their base. 
We were approximately eight 
kilometres outside of Wind-
hoek. So far, so good.

At midnight we were still 
standing in the same spot. Only 
one vehicle had passed us and 
it did not even slow down, let 
along stop. 

It was freezing cold and Bruce 
and I decided that we needed a 
fire. There was a small tree not 
far from where we were stand-
ing and within half an hour we 
had used all the branches from 
this tree. 

There was a game fence run-
ning parallel to the road and 
Bruce suggested that we use 
some of it for our fire.

“No ways Bruce, that’s some 
farmer’s game fence. We can’t 
use that,” I told him. 

Ten minutes later I relented 
and helped Bruce pull some of 
the slats off the fence. “But we 
mustn’t take too much,” I said, 
feeling a bit guilty.

By 6.00 am the following 
morning the farmer was miss-
ing about a kilometre and a half 
of his fence. 

Shortly afterwards a car 
stopped for us. I can still re-
member it clearly. It was a mus-
tard coloured Datsun 120Y. The 
driver was the thinnest person I 
have ever seen and in the pas-
senger seat was the largest 
woman I had ever seen. They 
were husband and wife.

The three of us piled into the 
back seat, along with our rifles 
and kit bags. The woman had 
her seat pushed right back and 
my legs were being crushed. 

GROOTIES: The entrance to Grootfontein Military Base. It was 
from there that both hitch hiking trips began.
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Still, it was better than standing 
on the side of the road. I was 
wrong about that, believe me. 
Standing on one leg on the side 
of the road would have been 
better.

This guy drove at fifty kilo-
metres an hour and if he went 
one kilometre an hour faster 
than that his wife would start 
shouting at him. They had the 
heater on full blast and all of the 
windows were closed. I asked 
if he wouldn’t mind opening a 
window and his wife gave me a 
dirty look and said no. 

About two hours later we ap-
proached a small town and we 
asked it they could drop us off. 
All three of us had suffered 
enough of Jack Sprat and his 
wife. 

The town that we stopped off 
at was called Kalkrand and may-
be calling it a town was com-
plimenting it a bit too much. It 
consisted of a church, a police 
station, a hotel, a bottle store and 
a few houses. We went into the 
hotel and asked if they were still 
serving breakfast. This caused a 
staff conference because I don’t 
know if they understood the 
concept of breakfast. 

The manager informed us that 
breakfast would cost us R1.50 
each. We happily agreed and 
went to sit down in the dining 
room. I have never since eaten a 
breakfast that could even begin 
to compare with what we were 
served that morning.

First off they brought a huge 
jug of freshly squeezed orange 
juice to the table. Then we had 
a huge bowl of porridge before 
they brought the main breakfast. 

This consisted of six rashers 
of bacon, a large piece of boere-
wors, a massive piece of beef 

steak, two fried eggs, mush-
rooms, fried tomato, fried on-
ions, and baked beans.

As if that was not enough 
there was also about two loaves 
of bread that had been toasted. 
The bread came with fresh but-
ter, Marmite, peanut butter, and 
about four different types of 
jam. The breakfast was con-
cluded by a large pot of coffee. 

I nearly fell over when the 
manager came along with a 
worried look on his face and 
asked if we had had enough to 
eat.

We eventually waddled out of 
the hotel and resumed our posi-
tion on the side of the road. At 
about 11.30 am a small bakkie 
stopped and asked where we 
were going. The driver and his 
wife burst out laughing when 
we said that we were heading 
for Johannesburg. They were on 
their way to a farm in the middle 
of nowhere and said they would 
give us a lift.

Two dogs were sitting on the 
back of the bakkie and we shared 
the space with them. It was pret-
ty cold and before long Bruce, 
Mike and I had ‘borrowed’ the 
dog’s flea-ridden blanket. 

At about three that afternoon 
the driver pulled to a stop and 
told us that he was now going 
to turn off the main road. They 
wished us luck and headed off.

For the next three hours we 
did not even see a car. This 
was hardly surprising because 
we were really in the middle 
of nowhere. We began arguing 
amongst ourselves.

“This was your stupid idea,” 
Bruce said, pointing an accus-
ing finger at me.

“Crap,” I replied, “It was 
Mike’s idea. Anyway, I didn’t 

hear you complaining at the 
time.”

“Well I’ve had enough of this 
rubbish. I’m going back,” Bruce 
sulked.

What transpired next would 
not have been out of place in 
any comedy film. 

I was standing on one side of 
the road with my arm extended 
and my thumb raised. Bruce was 
doing exactly the same, but on 
the opposite side of the road. I 
really don’t know why we were 
bothering because we hadn’t 
seen a vehicle in either direction 
for three and a half hours.

Mike was sitting in the mid-
dle of the road with his Ghetto 
Blaster. The batteries were go-
ing flat and the ‘Bad Company’ 
tape he was listening to sounded 
exactly that, very bad.

I noticed that there was a rail-
way line about a half a kilome-
tre away and that it ran parallel 
to the road. This gave me an 
idea.

“Hey guys, why don’t we go 
down to the railway line and 
wait until a goods train comes 
past. Then we try and jump the 
train. After all, it must be going 
somewhere.”

“Good idea,” agreed Mike, 
“but how will we know when 
there’s a train coming?” 

We had spotted a small corru-
gated iron hut standing next to 
the railway line and Mike and 
I decided to go an investigate. 
Bruce was still sulking and re-
fused to go anywhere.

When we arrived at the hut an 
old man emerged and he greet-
ed us in Afrikaans. His features 
led me to believe that he was a 
Bushman.

“Good evening young mas-
ters,” he greeted us. “Can I be 

of help to you.”
We asked him if any trains 

were due to come past. He in-
vited us into his shack and, as it 
was getting dark, he lit a candle. 

The hut was sparsely fur-
nished with a bed, cupboard, 
table and two chairs. He told us 
to please take a seat and he sat 
down on his bed. 

Then he reached under the 
bed and removed a small suit-
case, like the ones that you used 
to use at primary school, and he 
took a timetable from it.

The date on the front of the 
timetable showed that it was 
from 1959. He consulted his 
‘timetable’ and told us that there 
should be a train the following 
day.

“But now you must have 
some tea young masters. I don’t 
get visitors very often.” 

He put a teapot on his paraffin 
stove and took out three chipped 
mugs from his cupboard.

We learnt that his name was 
Piet and that his mother had 
been a coloured woman, while 
his father was a Bushman. 

Piet had been working for 
South African Railways for the 
past 32 years and his job was to 
check the railway line and re-

port any faults.
Who he was supposed to re-

port to, or where, I had no idea 
and I wondered if the Railways 
even knew that he still existed. 

He was about to pour us some 
tea when he looked at the mugs 
and shook his head.

“Please forgive me young 
masters,” he exclaimed. “I am 
forgetting my manners. How 
can I let you drink out of these 
mugs.” 

He removed a box from be-
neath his bed and took out a 
brand new tea service that was 
made from genuine bone china.

Then he took a tin of Bully 
Beef from the cupboard and cut 
it into slices. He served the Bul-
ly Beef with our tea. 

I sipped at the tea and I swear 
I could feel the enamel com-
ing off my teeth. I don’t know 
how many spoons of sugar he 
had used but the tea was very 
sweet. The condensed milk he 
had used didn’t help either. 

What anyone would have 
made of that scene I just don’t 
know? Here were two young 
white boys in their army uni-
forms sitting in a shack in the 
middle of nowhere sharing a 
candle light tea with an elderly 

Bushman. We were sipping hot, 
sweet tea from real china cups 
and munching on slices of Bully 
Beef. It all seemed so surreal. 
As far as I was concerned, it 
was better than having tea with 
the Queen of England.

This old Bushman and his hos-
pitality had strangely touched 
both Mike and me. As we drank 
our tea Piet told us story after 
story about his life and his many 
wonderful adventures.

The Mad Hatters Tea Party 
was interrupted by the sound of 
Bruce shouting at the top of his 
voice. Mike and I went outside 
to see what was going on and 
we immediately noticed that 
there were headlights up on the 
road.

“Come on you guys,” hol-
lered Bruce. “I’ve got us a lift!”

We said goodbye to Piet and 
gave him two ten Rand notes. 
You must realise that this was 
back in 1978 and twenty rands 
was still worth something in 
those days. Piet stood there with 
tears rolling down his cheeks.

“Goodbye young masters,” 
he sniffed. “You must come and 
visit old Piet again sometime.” 

It was too much for me and as 
I walked off I felt that my own 
eyes were moist.

On our arrival at the road I 
was greeted by the strangest 
sight. A large Mercedes flat-bed 
truck was standing there and it 
was filled with furniture.

Bruce told us that the driver 
of the truck, an elderly man, 
was moving to Upington and 
that he would give us a lift. The 
driver had what appeared to be 
his entire family in the front of 
the truck with him and we had to 
find space on the back amongst 
the furniture.

ROAD TO NOWHERE: Many hours were spend standing next 
to the road, waiting for any vehicle to pass.
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The truck was piled with fur-
niture and goods of all descrip-
tions. Something that really 
tickled me was a cage made of 
chicken wire. Inside the cage 
were four hens, a rooster, and a 
grey domestic cat.

Shortly before 11.00 pm that 
night we could see the lights of 
Upington in the distance. Mike 
switched on his radio and we 
were amazed when it actually 
picked up reception.

“We must be near civilisa-
tion,” laughed Mike. 

I still remember the song that 
was playing at the time. It was 
a woman by the name of Patsy 
Gallant and she was singing a 
song titled ‘From New York To 
LA’.

When we arrived in Upington 
we found a steakhouse that was 
still open and we went in and sat 
down to a burger and chips. 

The owner of the steakhouse 
was a Greek guy and he came 
over to our table and started 
chatting to us.

After we had eaten he asked 
if any of us could play chess. 
Bruce and I fancied ourselves 
as rather decent players and the 
owner challenged first Bruce 
then myself to a game. 

Before we started playing he 
first closed and locked the res-
taurant. Then he brought out a 
bottle of Greek Ouzo liqueur.

By the time we left the res-
taurant at 2.00 am the following 
morning we were in high spirits. 
I must admit that we were also 
full of Greek spirits. By 3.00 am 
we found ourselves yet again on 
the main road at the outskirts of 
Upington.

There was nothing resembling 
traffic on the road and we pre-
pared for another cold night of 

waiting. Mike noticed an eigh-
teen wheeler parked on a grass 
patch next to the road and we 
decided to investigate further. 

The truck had a bed behind 
the driver’s cabin and we could 
see someone sleeping.

Feeling optimistic we sat next 
to the vehicle, waiting until the 
driver woke.

Just before 4.00 am there was 
signs of life in the cabin of the 
truck and we saw that the driver 
was a youngish black guy. Our 
enquiries revealed that he was 
heading for Johannesburg but 
when we asked him for a lift he 
said that it was against his com-
pany’s policy to pick up hitch-
hikers.

We tried reasoning with him 
but that didn’t work. Then we 
resorted to begging him and that 
didn’t work either. The twenty 
rands that we offered him did 
work though and fifteen min-
utes later we were on our way. 

Bruce sat in the passenger 
seat while Mike and I shared 
the bunk behind the seats. For 
the rest of the day the three of 
us took turns sharing the bunk 
and the passenger seat.

Just before 7.00 pm that eve-
ning we arrived in Johannesburg 
and Bruce phoned his mother 
and told her to come and fetch 
us. 

It had taken us 48 hours to 
hitch the 2,228 km from Groot-
fontein to Johannesburg and we 
had shared some experiences 
that I will never forget.

Okay, I tell you what I do...
That was not the end of hitch-

hiking for Steve. Towards the 
end of the year he was to try it 
again, with strange results.

It was just before Christmas 
that year, December 22 to be 
precise, and I was told that I 
would be reporting in January 
for a course at the Army Gym-
nasium. A PF corporal by the 
name of Jan Steyn would be go-
ing on the same course as I was 
and we had both been given 
leave until the course began in 
January.

We had a slight problem 
though because there was no 
way we could get on a flight 
from Grootfontein. They were 
all fully booked until the new 
year.

There was no way that I 
wanted to spend Christmas in 
Grootfontein, not when I had 
the opportunity of being home 
instead. I then had an idea.

“Listen Jan,” I told him, 
“why don’t we hitchhike down 
to Windhoek and then catch a 
SAA (South African Airways)
flight from there to Johannes-
burg. We’ll have to pay for it 
ourselves, but it’s still better 
than sitting around here.” 

Jan was all for the idea and 
we decided that we would set 
off the following morning, 23 
December.

At 7.00 am the follow-
ing morning the duty driver 
dropped us off just outside of 
Grootfontein. While we were 
still taking our bags off the back 
of the Land Rover a VW Kombi 
pulled to a stop. 

It contained two women with 
what transpired to be their three 
children. They said they were 
going halfway to Windhoek and 
they would give us a lift. Only 
too happy to accept, we climbed 
into the Kombi and set off.

When they arrived at their 
turn off they puled to the side 

of the road to let us out. As we 
were taking our bags from the 
Kombi and thanking them, an-
other Kombi pulled up. This one 
contained five German nuns and 
they said that they would drop 
us off in Windhoek.

The South African Airways 
office in Windhoek had bad 
news for us. All flights were ful-
ly booked for the Christmas pe-
riod and the first available flight 
would be on 27 December. 

Jan and I were bitterly disap-
pointed and found a small coffee 
shop to discuss our next step.

“I don’t want to spend Christ-
mas in Windhoek,” Jan told me. 

I agreed with him.
“Listen Jan, there is one thing 

we can try. We can attempt to 
hitchhike from here to Jo’burg, 
but I must warn you that it’s not 
easy. There’s a strong possibil-
ity that we could spend Christ-
mas sitting on the side of the 
road somewhere.”

“Let’s do it then. I’d rather 
spend Christmas on the side of 
the road than here.” 

I was faced with another prob-
lem. I had no idea of how to get 
to the main road from where we 
were. We were in the Windhoek 
CBD and the main road could 
have been anywhere. 

I stopped a passer-by and 
asked if he could tell us how to 
get to the main road. He looked 
like a typical South West Af-
rican farmer with his khaki 
shorts, long socks, veldskoene, 
and wide brim hat. When he 
spoke he had a very strong Ger-
man accent.

“You want the main road ja?” 
he nodded his head. “Okay, I tell 
you what I do. I have to go to a 
shop to pick up a new mattress. 
You help me carry the mattress 
to my truck and I give you a lift 
to the main road, ja?”

Jan and I agreed to help him 
carry the mattress. It must have 
looked a strange sight with two 
guys in army uniform carry-
ing this mattress down the road 
while being led by someone that 
looked like a refugee from the 
Boer War. 

He owned one of those old 
Ford F-10 pickup trucks and it 
looked in excellent condition. 
We loaded the mattress into the 
back of the vehicle and then 
climbed into the front with him.

“Okay, I tell you what I do. I 
will drop you off about 10 kilo-
metres outside of town and then 
you are on the right road ja?”

We were very grateful and 
thanked him. When we had 
driven about 15 kilometres out 
of Windhoek he turned to us 
and nodded his head.

“Okay, I tell you what I do. 
There is a pub about 200 kilo-
metres from here and I some-
times go for a drink there ja. I go 
now and have a drink with you 
and then you can get a lift from 
there. It is on the main road ja.”

We couldn’t believe our luck. 
All we had wanted was direc-
tions to the main road and this 
guy was taking us 200 kilome-
tres along the way. The best 
thing about it is that we were 
moving towards home and it 
was a good feeling.

We must have had about four 
or five beers each and this guy 
wouldn’t even let us pay for a 
drink. He insisted that it was on 
him. After we had finished our 
drinks we went outside and we 
shook hands with him, thanking 
him once again for his help.

“Okay, I tell you what I do,” 
he said, glancing at his wrist-
watch. “I take you and drop you 
off in the next town. It is better 
to get a lift from there ja.”

Jan and I looked at each other 
totally astounded. Was this guy 
for real?

True to his word, he took us 
to the next town, a distance of 
about 120 kilometres. What he 
said next almost caused me to 

WHICH WAS IS OUT: We were heading for Johannesburg, but 
we didn’t even know how to get out of Windhoek.
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fall over.
“Okay, I tell you what I do. 

I go drop you off in Upington 
ja. But maybe one of you drive 
now for awhile because I am 
getting tired ja.”

Upington was halfway from 
Windhoek to Johannesburg. 
This was absolutely marvellous. 
I took the wheel and he sat in 
between Jan and I and promptly 
fell asleep. Jan and I switched 
seats twice during the trip to 
Upington.

The old German guy only 
woke up once or twice.

“Both hands on the steering 
wheel ja,” he scolded me before 
going back to sleep.

We arrived in Upington at 
about 3.00 am and I pulled into 
a service station. They had a 24 
hour take away and I bought 
some coffee for the three of us. 
I woke the German and told him 
that we were in Upington.

He drank his coffee and 
looked more asleep than awake. 
The coffee seemed to revive 
him and he climbed out of the 
truck.

“I go piss now ja,” he told us 
before heading off for the toilet. 
When he came back he had a se-
rious frown on his face.

“Okay, I tell you what I do 
now. I was thinking that it has 
been many years since I visited 
Johannesburg. Maybe I want to 
see how it has changed ja. I take 
you to inside Johannesburg ja.”

He gave me a wad of notes 
and told me to put petrol in the 
truck as soon as the service sta-
tion opened. Then he climbed 
into the back of the truck, lay 
on the mattress and went back 
to sleep.

In those days they still had the 
petrol restrictions. Remember 

them? The garages were only 
allowed to sell petrol between 
6.00 am and 6.00 pm and were 
not allowed to sell petrol over 
the weekends. 

This meant that we would 
have to sit for three hours be-
fore we could refuel the vehicle. 
I wasn’t all that keen on sitting 
in Upington for another three 
hours. Anyway, what if the guy 
woke up and changed his mind.

“Listen Jan,” I said, “follow 
my lead and play along.” 

We took our rifles and went to 
wake up the petrol attendants. 
Jan stood with his rifle in his 
shoulder, barrel pointing at the 
ground.

“Morning,” I greeted them, 
flashing my SADF identity 
card. “We’re on official SADF 
business. We need to refuel our 
vehicle now. We will pay for the 
petrol. If you have any problem 
with that you must phone this 
number and speak to the Minis-
ter of Defence.”

I rattled off a telephone num-
ber with a Pretoria dialling code. 
I have no idea of what number I 
gave them because I made it up 
on the spot. 

They must have been im-
pressed with my speech be-
cause they opened up a pump 
and filled the tank. I think I must 
have been very impressive be-
cause they didn’t even want to 
accept payment. I had to insist 
that they take the money. It was 
bad enough that I was lying to  
them and I didn’t want them to 
have to pay for the petrol out of 
their own pocket.

With the tank full, Jan and I 
climbed into the truck and set 
course for Johannesburg. 

At about 8.00 am the German 
awoke and banged on the back 

window, telling us to pull over. 
He then climbed into the front 
with us and took the wheel.

“Now I feel good ja. At the 
next town we stop and have 
some breakfast.”

That afternoon the German 
guy dropped Jan and I in front 
of my aunt’s house in Bedford-
view. I invited him in for coffee 
and he accepted. 

My dear old aunt was fasci-
nated by him. She couldn’t be-
lieve that he had given us a lift 
all the way from Windhoek. 
To be honest, neither could I. I 
still couldn’t work out if he was 
the nicest person I had met, or 
whether he was as mad as a hat-
ter. 

It had taken us less than 30 
hours to hike from Grootfontein 
to Johannesburg and I’m sure 
that this must have been some 
sort of a record. With our thanks 
ringing in his ears, the old Ger-
man boy said his goodbyes and 
that was the last I ever saw of 
him.

The following morning my 
cousin’s boyfriend dropped me 
off at the old Jan Smuts air-
port and I caught a SAA flight 
down to Durban. I was home for 
Christmas. 

Jan lived in Witbank and the 
same morning my cousin’s boy-
friend dropped him off on the 
highway. Jan phoned me later 
that afternoon to let me know 
that he was also safely at home. 
It was a good Christmas after 
all. I’ve always promised my-
self that one day I was going to 
drive from Johannesburg up to 
Windhoek just to see how much 
of the places I can remember. 

I’m 59 now, so maybe I had 
better get around to it soon.
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